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Teaislative Assemblp.
Twesday, 4Uh August, 1890.

Question: Accommodationat Albany Qnarantine Station
—Question: Leasing the Perth rieb—NMotions :
Leave of Absence—Coustitntion Act Amendment
Bill: in cominittee—Noxious Weeds Bill: second
reading moved—Coolgardie Water Supnly Scheme :
Memornndum by the Engineer-in-Chief —Coolgardie
Water Supply Loan Bill: second reuding; debate
resumed—Adjournmeit.

Tur SPEAKER took the chair at 430
o'clock, p.m.

PRrAYERS.

QUESTION — ACCOMMODATION AT
ALBANY QUARANTINE STATION.

Mr. WOOD (for Mr. Hassell), in
accordance with notice, asked the Direc-
tor of Public Works what pumber of
persons the Quarantine Station at Albany
can accommodate.

Tug DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hun. F. H. Piesse) replied :—
Thirty-six; but, when the authorised addi-
tions are completed, it will accommodute
sixty-six.

QUESTION — LEASING THE PERTH
MARKET.

Mr. RANDELL, in accordance with
notice, asked the Director of Public
Works :—(1.) Whether he has received
any offer from a private merchant or
firm to lease the new market at a higher
price than that for which it has been
offered to the City Council? (2.) When
arrangements are likely to be completed
for the taking over and opening of the
market to the public?

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORES (Hon. F. H. DPiusse) rve-
plied: — (1.) No; but a private
individual bas expressed willingness to
negotiate for a lease, should the arrange-
ments contemplated with the Perth City
Council fall through. (2.) The Perth
City Council state that (provided there
is no hitch in arranging the terins of the
lease, which are now under cousideration),
the opening of the market to the publicis
expected to take place at the beginning of
September next.

MOTIONS—LEAVE OF ARSENCE.
On the maotion of the Preaier, lenve
of absence for vne fortnight was granted
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to the member for East Kimberley (Mr.
Connor).

On the motion of MR, ILLINGWORTH,
leave of absence for one fortnight was
granted to the member for Albany (Mr.
Leake), for Pilbarra (Mr. Keep), and the
Swan (Mr. Lotou).

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.
IN COMMITTEE,

The consideration of this Bill, in
Committee, was resumed,

Schedule 1—agreed to.

Schedule 2:

Sections 1 to 12, inclusive—agreed to.

Section 13—North Fremantle electoral
district :

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said hon. members would sce, from the
printed slip which had been handed
round, that the new bhoundaries ovca-
sioned by the creation of an additional
electorate for North Fremuantle would
extend Eastward as faor as Humble
Road in Claremont. Since the matter
was previously before the House he
considered it carefully, and be-
lieved that the houndaries, as defined
in the printed slip, were about the hest
that could be made. They followed the
road leading from the railway station at
Claremont to Freshwater Bay, the first
portion of that road being known as Bay
View Street; then down to the Fremantle
road, and afterwards to Humble Road as
the dividing line Eastward. This addi-
tional electorate coused the alteration of
what wuas the North Fremantle electoral
district, which would now include Cottesloe
and Buckland Hill as far as Huinble Road.
The new East Fremantle electorate, to be
created under this Bill, was constituted by
imcluding the portion of the Fremantle
district South of the river; therefore, East
Fremantle would be whal North Fre-
mantle electorate had been, with the ex-
ception of that portivn known as North
Fremantle, on the North side of the river.
East Fremantle would thus be o large
electoral district, because it would run all
the way from Market Street, by the

+ Anglican church, taking in all that part

of Fremantle lying to the North of Knuts-
ford Street; so thut it would be large
enough to return a member.  The obser-
vations which he (the Premier) had made
the vther evening in respect to Fremantle
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not being, in bis opinion, entitled to an-
other member, were not intended to refer,
in any way, to the East Fremantle elect-
orate which was now proposed to be
created, but were directed solely to North
Fromantle itself, as not being entitled to
another representative, unless there were
added to it Buckland Hill, Cottesloe, and
a portion of North Fremantle; and this
wis now to be done. If hou. members
agreed to Humble Road being the dividing
ling in Claremont between North Perih
and North Fremantle, then the printed
description laid on the table might he
taken as absolutely correct.  He there.
fore moved that the North Fremantle
clectorate be struck out of this schedule,
and East Fremantle vlectoral district and
North Fremantle electoral district be in-
serted in lieu thereof, the new descrip-
tions being as follow :—-
EAST FREMANTLE ELECTORAL DISTRICT.
“ Bounded on the West, North, und
“ Bast by the centre of the Swan River
“ upwards from a spot due North of the
“centre of the North end of Market
“Street, and along the centre of the
“Canning River and Bull’s Creek to the
“ North-West corner of Canning Location
28, thence due South to the South-West
“eorner of said Location 26, On the
“ South by a line due South from the
 spot uforesaid in centre of Swan Hiver.
* to the North end of the centre of Mar-
“ ket Street, thence Southerly along the
“entre of Market Street to its june-
“tion with High Street, thence Easterly
“along the centre of High Street to its
“junction with Adelaide Street, thence
“along the centre of Adelaide Street to
“its junction with Queen Street, thence
“along the centre of Queen Street to its
*junction with Hill Street, thence along
* the centre of Hill Street to its junction
“ with Knutsford Street, thence along the
*“centre of Knutsford Street to the East
* boundary of Fremantle Townsite, and
“thence Easterly to the South-West cor-
* ner of Canning Location 26 aforesaid.”

NORTH FREMANTLE ELECTORAT, DISTRICT.

* Bounded on the Wesl by the Seca
“Coast. On the Nerth by an East line
“from the Sea passing along the centre
* of North Strect to its juoction with Ser-
* vetus Street; thence North along centre
“of Servetus Street to its junction with
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* *8henton Road ; thence East along centre

“of Shenton Road to a spot. due North of
“the centre of Bay View Street; and on
* the South und East by the centre of the
“Bwan River, extending upwards from
“the Sen to u spot due South from the
“ North-East corner of Swau TLocation
“P 245 at Freshwater Bay; thence due
“North to suid corner; thence Westerly
“along South side of Pensioner Terrace
“to a spot due South from the centre of
“ Humble Road ; thence North along said
“centre of Humble Road and the centre
*of Bay View Street to the South side of
“the BEastern Railway, and thence due
“North to t.lu: East end of the North
“houndary.”

Amendments put and passed.

Sectious 14 (South Fremantle) to 30

i {East Perth), inclusive, agreed to.

Section 31 — North Perth electoral
district :

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
moved that this seetion be struck out,
and that the new boundaries, described
in the printed slip laid on the table, be
inserted in lieu thereof. He said this
would carry out the arrangement which
had been agreed to, after discussing the
matter at a previous sitting. The new
description was as tollows: —

NORTH PERTH ELECTORAL DISTRICT,

“Bounded on the West hy the Sea
*Coast.  On the Novth and East by lines
“cxtending Bast from the Sea Coast,
“ passing along the North boundary of
“* Perthshire Location 111 at Nowergup
* Lake to a spot due North of the North.-
* East corner of Perthshire Location 104
“at Goangarra Lake, thence due South
“to said Location’s South-East corner,
“thence by a straight line to the South
“corner of Swaun Location X on the Swan
** River, thence due East to the centre of
“the Swan River. On the South by the
“sald river downmwards along its centre
“to a point situate South-Bast from the
 Bouth-West corner of Swan Location Y,
“thence North-Westerly passing along
“ part of its South-Western boundary to
“ihe Guildford Road, thence South.
* Westerly along the centre of Guildford
“Road to Walcott Street, thence North-
“ Westerly along the centre of Walcott
“ street to Beaufort Street, thence South-
“Westerly along the centre of Beaufort
“gtreet to Vincent Street, thence West
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“along the South side of Vincent Stroet

“ to the East corner of Perthshire Loca-
“tion Ax, thence South-Westerly along
“the Bastern boundary of said Location
“ Ax to its South corner, thence South-
“West along the North-West side of
“FPhomas Street to its junction with Fer-
“dinand Street, thence South, passing
“along the West side of Ferdinand Street
“to a point due West of the North-West
.“corner of Swan Location 87, thence

“ Bast to the centre of Melville Water, .

*and thence downwards along said centre
“and the ceutre of Swan River to a point
* due South from the North-East corner
“of Swan Location P 245 at Freshwater
“ Bay, thence due North to said corner,
*“thence Westerly along South side of
‘ Pensioner terrace to a spot due South
“from the centre of Humble Road, thence
“North along said centre of Humble
‘“Road and the centre of Bay View Street

“to the South side of the Fastern Rail- -

“ way, and thence due North to the centre
“of Shenton Road, thence West along

“gentre of Shenton road aforesaid to its .

‘“junction with Servetus Street, thence
“South along Servetus Street to its junc.
“tion with North Street, thence West
“ulong centre of North Street to the Sea
¢ Coast.”

Mg. RANDELL pomted out that
Beaufort Street, one of the Loundaries of
North Perth electorate, was not con-
tinuous to the municipal boundary, but
that a portion of it was named Burt
Street; and it would be necessary to
correct this description, so as to be ac-
curate. He had had occasion, when pur-
chaging some land, to discover
Beaufort Street did not continue o the
municipal boundary.

Nowious Weeds Bill.

to have the Bill re-committed in reference
to that and other matters, The clause
would be found to bhe o troublesome one.

Sections 32 (West Perth) to43 (York),
inclusive—agrecd to.

Schedule, as amended—put and passed.

Schedule 3—agreed to.

Preamble and title—agreed to.

Bill reported, with amendments.

Tre PREMIER (Houn. Sir J. Forrest)
moved that the Bill e re-committed,
and be made on Qrder of the Day for
the next Thursday.

Agreed to.

NOXIOUS WEEDS BILL.
SECOND READING MOVED,

Tve COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. A. R. Richardson), in
woving the second reading, said: I have
to apologise to hon. members for not being
well posted up in the provisions of this
Bill; but if its clauses are examined they
will be found to be simple, and practically
to explain themselves. The object of the
Bill 1s to protect the colony from being
overrun with various noxious weeds that

" are introduced, perhaps from other coun-

that -

Tee PREMIER (Fon. Sir J, Forrest)

said that if the description of Beaufort
Street as a continuous boundary to the
verge of the municipality was wrong in
this instance, it had been wrong in all the
Constitution Acts relating to this elec-
torate. Howwever, he would inguire into
it, and the Bill could be re-committed on
report, with a view to amendment.

Amendment put and passed.

Mg. MOSS asked if the Premier bad
forgotten the matter to which he had
called his attention, in relation to
Clanse 4.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)

said he had not forgotten if, but intenden

tries, or that seemn to come by some spon-
taneous agency. The Bill provides the
machinery and power necessary fo com-
pel owners of country Junds to clear their
lands of noxious weeds wherever found.
It will be found that power is given to
appoint inspectors under this Bill, and
for them to enter upon and inspect
properties and see whether there are
noxious weeds growing there. The Bill
provides for the infliction of penalties for
neglecting to clear land of these weeds,
when notice has been given to the owner
or occupier to got rid of them. Turning
to the schedule, 1t will be seen to what
noxious weeds and seeds this Bill makes
reference. Speaking generally on this
Bill, I think it is not the intention or the
desire of the Government or of the pro-
moters of the measure, to cause any
injury to or inflict auy hardship upon
anybody by the arbitrary use of the
powers that the Bill confers. I would
not myself beinclined to support the Bill,
if all the powers that ave given under it
were to be put in force at every oppor-
tunity, because it would become a mere
element of persecution; but T take it the
Bill is like many other powers invested
tn the Crown, and that its powers will
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only be exercised when necessary to do
so. If a noxious wecd is found to be
eudangering the welfare of the com-
munity, and likely to become o menace to
the whole colony, we shall, under this
Bill, have power to enforce its eradication,
I think it is likely to prove, when it is in
operation, a very desirable measure. At
the present time, we are suffering, and in
the future we are likely to suffer more,
from the introduction of a great many of
these noxions weeds. There is one of
these weeds in particular that has done u
great deal of damage. Everybody who
has travelled about Guildford will have
observed what is known as the “ Gruildford
weed.”  Unfortunately, that weed at the
present time is spreading all over the
colony, and it appears to me that the
time is not far distant when it will be a
menace to the whole of our lands, more
particularly the pastoral lands. Tf we had
had a Bill like this in force a few years
ago, that terrible weed might have been
dealt with in a wanner that would have
enabled the people of those days to get
ricd of it. 1 am afraid it is too late now
to get rid of this “ Guildford weed,” but
we may do something under this measure
to prevent its spreading, and also to pre-
vent the introduction of other pests. I
recommend hon. members to go as fully
as they cun into the various clauses of
this Bill, and if there is anything in them
to which they take exception, I trust
they will suggest amendments when in
commiftee. I belicve this Bill has been
prepared under the auspices of the Agri-
cultural Bureau, and afterwards revised
by the law officers of the Crown. I think
it is intended to guard against the spread
of noxious weeds and seeds which, in the
future, may be sources of great danger
and loss, not only to the landowners, but
to the whole colony. It may appear to
some hon. members that there is too
much power given here for the eradica-
tion and prevention of these noxious
weeds ; but there are many other direc-
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tions in which the Government are trusted

with equally great powers, and I think
thiey can he fuirly trusted with the use of
the powers given under this measure.
We will have to trust whatever Govern-
ment is in power with the carrying out
of the provisions of this measure; buf,
it the same fune,
that o certain amount of authority

|
it must be adimitted
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necessary in order to deal with noxious
weeds and seeds, if they arve spreading all
over the colony. 'We must trust, for the
proper use of the powers given under the
Bill, to the good sensc of those adminis-
With these fow words
I move the second reading of the Bill,
and trust that if hon. members have any
amendments to make, or objections to
advance, they will bring them forward in
cominittee.

Mr. LEFROY: I beg to move the
adjournment of the debate on this Bill,
for the reason that the Bill has just been
placed before hon. members, who have
not had the opportunity of considering
it, and also because T think the principle
of the Bill is u subject for discussion.

Motion put and passed. and the debate
adjourned accordingly.

At 55 o'clock, pam., the SpEakEer left
the chair, the business being suspeoded
by arrapgement until 7-30 o'clock.

At 7:30 p.m,, the SPEAKER resumed the
chair.

COOLGARDIE WATER SUPPLY SCHEME.
MEMORANDUM BY THE ENGINEER-IN-
CHIEF.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest),
by leave, laid on the Table a memorandum
by the Engineer-in-Chief, referring to the
Coolgardie water supply scheme, Mr.
Simpson having, ut a previcus sitting,
asked bim to do so.

On the motion of Mr. TravLex, the
memorandum was read by the Clerk, as
follows : —

¢ In reference to the question asked by
*Mr. Simpson (without notice) in the
“ Legislative Assembly, on the 28th
“ultimo (and te which you have asked
“me to enable you fo reply), as to
* whether the Government would place
“on the Table of the House the reports
“ou the Coolgardic water scheme alluded
“ to in report thereon as follow—* As

regards the practicability of this scheme
“thcn, cannot, I think, be a reasonable
“doubt, us it Thas alre.ul_\ been declared
“to be guite practicable by many com-
“petent engineers, even while sowme of
“them deprecated it from other points of
*view '—I have the honour to report us
“follows :—

“The most of the opiniuns of com-
* petent engineers referved to were not in
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“ writ.ing, aund were viveu to me per-
“sonally, by l_n_.rsonal friends, chiefly
“engineers pussing through Perth to ‘md
“ from the goldfields; and I do not think
“it would be proper to gquote these
‘ gentlemen's names and give the country
“the benefit of their opinivns gratu-

“tously, as it seems to me that if the

“gountry requires their opinions they
*ghould be vonsulted in a proper manner
“and paid such fees as are usual in
“such cases. As regards obtaining such
* opinions in writing, moreover, it scems to
“me that it would be an absurdity to ask
“engineers deliberately, in writing, as to
“ whether or not they considered the pro-
“ posal to be practicable from an abstract

“point of view, as there cannot be the -

“ slightest doubt of its being practicable

“from an abstract point of view, and any -

“such question to an engineer would,
“therefore, be regurded as childish. As
“a matter of fact, the form in which the
“ engineers whom I bave referred to ex-
“ pressed their opinions to me was, that
* *some people had been saying that the
“ scheme was not practicable, wheveas, of
“course, it was simply ridiculous to say
“that it was not practicable, as there
“was nothing in the least degree im-
« practicable about it, and that it was
“ purely a question of expense” To get,
“on the other hand, from engineers, either
“here or in England (other than the
“engineers who have been already cn-
“gaged on the work), deliberate opinions
‘“as to whether the project could be
*carried out for the amount, and within
“the time which I have estimated it can
‘“be, would be a very different matter, us
“no eminent enginger would give an
“ opinion of this sort without being sup-
“plied with all the detailed information
“which we have got ourselves; and
“probably not ¢ven theu, until he had
“gone over the ground, or sent some
‘“qualified assistant of his ecwn over the
“ground, in arder to satisfy himself that
“all the data which bad been supplied to
“him was correct. In view of this, there-
“fore, I would submit:—

“1. That to ask for deliberate written
“opimions as to whether a thing is practi-
“cable, which any person capable of
“ reasoniug at all, after an hour or two’s
¢ consideration, must realise to he quite
“ “pr acticuble, nnd to pay such fees us

- engineers of eminence would he entitled
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i “to ask for such deliberate opinions,
* “would be ridiculous.

“2. If, on the other hand, the opinions
“are to embrace the probable cost and
“length of time the work would take to
‘“do, then they would take a long time fo
‘“ prepare (just as it has taken myself and
“ sgveral othorenginveers u long time to get
‘to the stage of the business at which we
“have now arrived); and there would, in
“fact, be no probability of getting any
“such opinions from any engineer of
“ eminence outside the Department in less,
“than a mouth or two, as such engineer .
“would, as before stated, probably insist
“upon having an opportunity of going
“over the whole of the grouud before
“ giving such opinion.”

COOLGARDIE GOLDFIELDS WALER
SUPPLY LOAN BILL.
SECOND READING—DEBATE RESUMED.

The debate, on the motion of the
Premier for the second reading of this
Bill, was resmined.

Mr. SIMPSON: I am sure the House
will be perfectly satisfied that it exercised
& discreet and wise action when, o fort-
night ago, it determined to give to its
members and the coontry an opportunity
of considering the speech of the Premier
in introducing this scheme of water supply
for Coolgardie, and the reports submitied
by the Engineer-in-Chief. The proposal
comes to the House, sir, with great weight,
at perbaps an opportune time—an im.
pending election, the hustings in view of
the Government, un eluborate report in.
troduced and largely quoted from by the
Prenvier to begm with, & quotation Erom
the prophet Isaiah to wind up with, and
the hon. member for West Kimberley
(Mr. A. Forrest) sandwiched in between
as an anthorvity on the London market.
I do not know whuther that gentleman
fuels comfortable in his position in heing
placed between these two authorities, but
if he dees T think it must be in conse-
guence of some new development, in his
charucter that has urisen during his recent
trip to Europe. The Premier, throwing
all his enthusizsw into the guestion, and
endeavouring  to put all the glamour
around the glittering ideal of the pro-
posal, started away by endeavouring to
point out o the country the necessity for
this greut proposul.  He then woes along
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a bit further and endenvours to become
pathetic about the poor dirty old dry-
blower up there, without u wash frem
morning till night, and then winds up
with  little abuse of those who are op-
posed to the scheme.
who goes through the speech will be able
to summarise 15, In a general way, to
this cffect.  And perhaps it was a happy
iden that I should have asked for these
further reports referred to in Mr. O'Con-
nor's principal report. I notice that the
Premer, when, if I may be allowed to
use thy expression, ladling out a little
blarney to the hon. member for Perth,
in the manner which he is se fond of
for catching votes, goes on to say ibe
Government desire to give the fullest in-
formation to hon. members concerning
the matter. “ We have no desire,” he
says, “to hurry it through the House.
“The more it is discussed here and
*“throughout the country, the more every-
“thing in regard to it is investigated, the
“ better the Government will be pleased.”
And perhaps, sir, it was a happy thought
of mive to ask for these further opinions
from the Engineer - in - Chief, that T
referred to as baving deprecated this
scheme. That further report, now hefore
us, is certainly interesting reading. If
hon. members will observe, the Engineer-
in-Chief points out there what this House
has a right to ask for, what the country
bas a right, In its own interests, to
demand — independent expert opinion
in regard to this scheme. T presume
the Ministry, with their desire for full
and careful investigation, will not gquestion
that position ; that it is expedient, before
embarking on this great project, that
independent expert opinion and advice
should be secured.
fied that each member of this House is
as desirous to give a carcful and exact
opinion on this guestion as I am; as
careful to secare information from the
best possible sources; and as desirous
of obtaining as exact information as can
be got, apart from any temporary political
advantage or disadvantage, but simply
with the idea of securing the ultimate
good of the country.
Engineer-in-Chief, on the 4th Augnst,
advises this House, through the Prewier,
that tu get, on the other hand— on the
other hand” means from engineers vutside
his vwn depurtment, that 1s, practically,
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from the parents of his own scheme, or
rather, the Premier’s scheme—“to get,
“on the other hand, from engineers,
“ either here or in England (other than
“the engiuneers who have been already
“engaged on the work), deliberate
“opinions as to whether the project
“could be carried out for the amount,
“and within the time which T bave
“estimated it can be, would be a very
* tifferent matter, 28 no eminent engineer
“would give an opinion of that sort
* without being supplied with all the
“ detailed information which we have got
“ ourselves, and, probably, not even then,
“until he had gone over the ground, or
“sent some qualified assistant of his own
“.over the growud, in order to satisfy
“himself that all the data which had
“heen supplied to him wus correct.”
I ask this House, is it an unreasonable
thing to deliberate over this great project ?
Is it an unreasonable thing to secure
the deliberate opinion and couclusion of
independent expert evidence ¥ And is it
in the interest of the colony ¥ The cost
of getting such opinions is a bagatelle as
compared with the importance of the
project. The Engineer-in-Chief, the
foster parent of “this scheme, tells us
that he cannot obtain a deliberate opinion
from people qualified to give one, without
much consideration, and yet the Premier
asks this House to adopt the scheme,
holus bolus, right away, on the speech
delivered by bim the other night. We
have here the opinion of the Engineer-in-
Chief—not what I imagined, from the
great eulogies that have been passed on
his ability and character, and fromn which
I have no wish to detract—io which he
tells us that to get confirmation of his
scheme and his opinion will require the
deliberate and careful investigation of
engineers whom we would bave to employ
from abroad. I would suggest to the
House and to the country the expediency
of securing that information. With
regard to the practicability of the scheme,
I never had any doubt of it. To put it
very plainly, it is purely o matter of
dollars. The Engineer-in.Chief, I bave
very little doubt, would bridge the Indian
Ocean if we were to give him mouney
enough. To talk of taking water to
Coolgardic, as the Engineer-in-Chief
states in his report, is a matter of detail
—after you get the data, it is simply a
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matter of increasing the power—and I
do not imagine any member of this
House will dispute for a moment that it
is possible to take water by this scheme
to Coolgardie. The Premier, in his
address to this House, started away by
alluding to the necessity of the scheme.
I ask, Where is the necessity? I say
it is made by the Premier.
there have been no public meetings de-
manding such a scheme, though I have
observed a report of a public meeting the
other day as having been held at Kal-
goorlie, after the scheme had been pro-
posed, to support the proposal of the
Minigter. T noticed also that in Fre-
mantle, some time ago, there was a
public meeting to oppose the removal of
the railway workshops from that town;
and I place these two public meetings on
a parallel, as indicating public opinion,
It is a singular incident, in reference to
the meeting at Kalgoorlie, that the main
regolution was proposed by o late resident
of Bunbury, and one of the Premier’s
constituents.

M=z. A. ForresT:
there & long time.

Mg. SIMPSON : It is a singular fact,
nevertheless, The Premier drew the
attention of the House—and we Lknow
the sympathetic nature that hon. gentle-
man has got—and described how if
grieved hin to see animals, or humans,
or any living thing suffering from want
of water; and he pointed out how sad it
had been for him to see horses, out there
on the goldfields, dying on the roadside
for want of water, and nobody to give
them a drink. He told us there were
no stockyards at Coolgardie, but I
have heard from mining men that
several squatting properties have been
taken up there—a large arvea of salt-
bush. But the Premier loses sight of
the fact thas, with the extension of
our railway system, the necessity for all
these things will disappear. He alluded
to Southern Cross, and to the terrible
difficulty of carrying on the mines there
for want of water; and yet many mem-
bers of this House, some of them directors
of those mines, are aware, and yesterday’s
papers will show the announcement, that
another good vld mine out there, regularly
on the dividend paying list, is Hooded
with water, and has been grinding out
gold. The Prenier says the necessity of

He has been up
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with water, and T take it that is his main
! contention in connection with what is
called the Coolgardie goldfields water
| supply scheme. I say, and I know there
i are members in this House who agree with
i

! this scheme is for supplying the mines

me, that this name is a misnomer, and
that it is not a Coolgardie goldtields water
supply scheme, but is a scheme to make
up for errors in the estimates of railway
construction, and to supply municipalities
with water : Northam, Newcastle, York,
perhaps Beverley, Southern Cross, Cool-
gardie, and Kalgoorlie. I say again, itis
a scheme to make up for errors in the
estimates of ratlway construction, to pro-
vide water for railway. purposes, and to
supply these municipalities with water.
Three million gallons of water a day,
according to the Premier, will be available
for the wines, and' he says the necessity
for this water for the mines exists. I
join issue with him, and I will produce
my authorities, He has not produced a
single authority to show that the mines
are absolutely stuck up for want of
water; but I will give him my authorities, .
and will make the extracts I propose to
give as short as possible. T will give
the names and the exact quotations,
showing the opinions of mining men
representing tens of thousands of pounds
—not the sixty millions to which the
Premier alluded; indeed, he seemed to
drop into very large figures in that speech.
We are growing enamoured of the word
“millions” in this country, and it is
a singular thing in connection with this
word “ millions,” though I do not know
whether there was any conncction in the
matter, that on the night after the
Premier introduced this scheme, and
dilated ou these 24 millions for conveying
water to the mines that do not waut it, a
cablegram appeared in the papers from
London—and no deubt a report of the
Premier’s speech had Deen briefly cabled
to those papers—in which it was said
the “ Jubilee Juggins” was starting for
Western Austraha, with the idea of
recouping his lost fortune. T will
l now quote evidence in opposition to

what the Premier has said, in regard to
the necessities of the mines for obtaining
a supply of water, TIirst, the Lake
' Darldt Exploration Company, well known

in this country, and founded on u sound
' basis, have in their employ and in their
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vonfidence Cuptauin Rowe, mining engineer,
who in his report for October siuys:—
* Water plentiful . . has been
struck at from 30 to 40 feet, in such
quantities that owners were unable to
cope with it”  Mr. William Gray,
manager of the Gresham, in OQctober.
when leaving Perth for England said he
strongly advocated a systematic search
for subterrancan water; that he thought
capitalists should have ecncouragement
given them by Government; and that
existing regulutions concerning  water
rights were uscless.  Then at Coolgurdie,
in December last, the Premier is reported
to have said he had u scheme in his
pocket for bringing water to that town,
which would cust six millions sterling,
and that private capitalists were ready to
do the work. The Ausfralien Madl
says—[THE Premier: I lknow who said
that.]—that paper says:—"If it is in-
“tended to bring the water a distance
“of 200 miles from Esperance, or 300
“miles from Northam, it would mean
“ serious delay. Before such works
*are put in hand, efforts should be made
“to test local supply.” In a Kalgoorlie
report written by Captain Oates, in De-
cember last, on the Coolgardie Mint and
Iron King gold mines, now grinding out
zold, that well known uuthority says:.—
“ At a depth of 193 feet there was a flow

“of water of 7,000 gallons per 24 hours.

*This can be increased by sinking.” In
a Coolgardic report, dated Decemnber last,
on the Whitehead and Sultan mines,
Mr. William Gray says: —“ You will have,
“in the Whitchead and Sultan, at
“an extremely shallow depth, a large
“supply of water.” Now, I come right
in amongst seme of the Premier’s
friends. Referring to Kalgoorlie, Mr.
w. Brookma,n—[TRE PreMIER: Ts he
one of them?]— I should think so—
Mr. Broockman reported, in January last,
on Hamnan’s Moant Charlotte West
thus :—* Water has been struck at 150
“and 200 feet, and I have no douht suffi-

“ ¢ient for mining purposes will be secured

“as deep sinking is continued.” Broad
Arrow, the Paddington Consols—3Mr.
Sinclair Macleay, as chairman of a general
meeting, said:—* On the Try It lease, a
 large quantity of water has to be pumped
« daaly.
] sa.ry

“eope with it.

to make better arrangements to
The water is fresh.”
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Tue Premier: “Fresh ™ We know,
ihat is true, of course.

Mr. SIMPSON : Now I will give = quo-
tation about a great property, Hannan's
Proprietary--T suppose one of the biggest
claims we have, so far as area is concerned
—one that stands to-day representing
about a million and a half of capital on
the London Stock Exchange. At a general
meeting, held in January, Mr. George
CGhray said:—< It is the intention of the
“ Cabinet to have horing operations under-
“taken in order to thoroughly test the
“field. That the supply of water will
“keep up with the Jdemand I never had
~ “any doubt whatever. We expect to be
~ “able to supply the district with 500,000
< gallons per day, all the year round, when
“our water right is dcw_fopcd " That is
from Mr. George Gray, who obtained a
very large concession from the Govern.
mentfor watersupply., [Mr. A.Forgresr:
‘Where was thatsaid?] That was said at
a general meeting in Liondon ; and, surely,
the same rule should apply to Mr. Gray,
when in Liondon, as to the hon. member
when in London-—surely, he would not
say differently in London from what he
would say here. Referring next to the
White Feather Reward, Mr. A. H. P.
Stoneman said, at a general meeting in
February last :—* They now had a fair
supply of water at White Feather, and an
enormous supply at Hampton Plains.
The last report gave 173,000 gallons per
| day—so much that it could not be coped

with from ene bore, and another bore had
' to be put down.”

Tue CoMmissioNER oF CrowN Lawps:
Ts that fresh, too ?

Mg. SIMPSON : I do hope this infor-
mation is fresh to the Commissioner of
Crown Lands, as otherwise, knowing how
conscientious he is, I could not imagine
his coming to any other basis for the
support of the scheme before the House.
Referring next to the 21-mile (Coolgar-
| die), the Limerick Consols mine, Mr. E.
. Herbert Becke, mining engineer, in his
report of the 7th November last, says:—
« An ample supply of water for machinery
“and domestic purposes can be obtained
“at a depth of 20 to 25 feet.” The next
is Coolgardie North, the Bunyip mines,
and Mr. E. Davenport Cleland, in the
prospectus, said, in April last:—“I am
*of opinion that strong supply of water
| ““can be obtained at a depth of 200 fect.”
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Coolgardie Eust, Great Boulder South,—
Mr. Zebina Tane, whose opinion should
carry some weight in this colony, as it
does in other countries, said, in his report
dated May last :—*"There is every evidence
“of an abundance of water being obtained
““at o depth of about 150 feet, and it will
““therefore be necessary to erect pumping
“ plant before the sinking of shafts can be
“gontinued.” {THEPREMIER: Balt water,
of course.] You cannot laugh away
that evidence. That must go alongside
the evidence given by the Premier when
he was grieving over the dying horses.
Kalgoorlie W.A Pioneers, Limited.—The
Marquis of Tweeddale, in December, 1895,
speahng at the general meeting, said :—
*“Here I may refer to what has been said
“ by speakers as well as writers with re-
“ spect to the alleged scarcity of water in
“West Australia. I suppose there is
“no doubt that in parts of West Aus-
“tralia there is considerable scarcity of
‘““water, and difficulties arise in conse-
‘“quence of that; but in this particular
‘“case we have no reason to apprehend
“any sorious difficulty. As I dare say
“you know, Hannan’s Proprietary have
“ gecured very extensive water rights from
“the Government, with a lease, I think,
“of 21 vears. Our representative, Mr.
« Greorge Giray, cabled to us not very long
“ago that the water question is not one
«which will in any way hamper the
“ operations of the Hannan's Proprietary
“Comwpany.” I need not suggest to
this House that men holding great and
responsible positions like that of the
Marqguis of Tweeddale are very careful of
the words they use. The words they use
are published in the great London dailies,
and they are open to criticism and contra-
diction. With regard to the Herbert
Gtold Mining Company, Dr. Churchward,
ab n general meeting, held in May, 1896,
spid :—*“T do not think we need feel
‘“uneasy with regard to water, as a neigh-
“bouring mine, two blocks away, bas
“plenty of water at 120 feet, and our
“engineer states his belief that we shall
“have all we require at 150 feet.” The
manager of the Coolgardie Miner's Dream
Gold Mines reports, under date May,
1896 :—* 'We have received from the Gov-
“ernment a water right of five acres.
“The area which covers the water shed
*“of 200 acres has a quick and rapid fall.
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“ water, 3,000,000 gallons.” Mr. George
Gray, of Luke View East, veports: -
“ Work on the adjacent mines has proved
“ that there is an abundant water supply
“obtuinable by sinking.” Captain Oates,
a man who is widely respected, says
in the same prospectus:—*1 consider
“there is u good supply obtainable
“by sinking on the Lake View Eust.”
The Premier referred to his experience,
which we all value as an explorer. We
know that in the carly days exploring was
not the kid-gloved performance that it is
now. The Premier did travel over that
country, and so did the hon. member. for
West Kimberley. It was an arduous,a
hercic work in those days, and I have
great pleasure in paying my tribute to
the arducusness of the efforts of the
Premier as an explorer, and the work he
accomplished ; but, at the same time, there
have heen other men over that country
whose experience the Premier would
doubtless permit to rank equally with his
own. There is, for instance, David
Lindsay. We can quote David Lindsay
as one having a fair knowledge of that
country. He says: * Bardoc, March 4,
#1896 :— At 124 feet water has Deen
‘“struck, and I have no doubt sufficient
* for battery purposes will be obtained, as
“ the contour of the country warrants the

" “belief that a large body of water will be

* met with at a reasonable depth.”

Tue PremMigr: He went 30 days with-
out water.

Me. SIMPSON: His camels did. ]
do not say that artesian water is to be
got in all parfs of the Coolgardie field, or
that it can be obtained at Coolgardie, but
in other places systematic boring will
give subterranean supplies. Even if this
artesian water is not obtained, water will
be got, although not a,rtesmn, aover hun-
dreds of miles where it is popularly
supposed there is no water. It will
be easily found by boring. I think
the Government should carry out some
systematic scheme of bhoring for water.
The Premier will admit that the words of
Mr. Lindsay should carry weight, coming
from the man they do. Then if you want
a geologist, to my mind the ablest geolo-
gist who ever stood in this country, a
man whose reports stand on our State
records now, the man who was un-

» doubtedly the ablest we ever had in the
“The reservoir will hold, with 12 feet of -

country, and whose reports are proving
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from day to duy of immense value to this
conptry, was Mre. Giczel. Mr. Goczel
says :—* I have repeatedly expressed the
“opinion that, in the near future, the
“trouble will be not want of water, but
“too much of it.” You asked for a
geologist, and I give you the opinion of
one. I do not'know that I need trespass
on the time of the House with many more
extracts of this sort. I can simply say
that I have quoted the ablest men that
capital could secure; men who are repre-

(4 Avocust, 1896.]

sentatives of the biggest companies that

have invested theircapital in this country;
men whose private repute and public
reputation are beyond question. These

able men unhesitatiogly say that there °

will be no difficulty with mining ab
Coolgardie as regards water, so long as
they can secure the gold. 8o much for
that part of the speech of the Premier
which alludes to the necessity for this
scheme. With regard to the proposal to
supply the municapalities with water, I
have not the faintest objection to it. I
say that it will become necessary for these
municipalities to make arrangements for
getting a supply of water. It is bevond
question necessary for the railways to be
supplied with water, but I do not want
the Government to tack this mnmicipal
supply on to the goldfields water supply,
because it is not a supply for the gold-
fields, This scheme is wtended to cover
serious errors that were committed in the
construction of our railways. We have
been talking about cheap railways, about
railways costing £530 per mile, vet the
contractor will clear £200,000 profit out
of his contract—or at the rate of about
£4.000 a week—and at the same time we
make no provision for supplying those
railways with water. We have seen at
Broken Hill what tremendous develop-
ments followed the mining, and we will
yet see on this Covlgardie line 200 or 300
locomotives at work. This Bill, I say, is
meant to provide a scheme to cover errors
in estimating the cost of our railways.
Qur engineers built railways to the back
blocks and senf their engines there, and
then expected them to return, without
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charge on the cost of the hine.  This jro-
vision of u water supply for our railways
will have 1o he made; bui with regard
to these municipalities getting a water
supply, T do not know that that is
ot a matter which could be dealt
with in the provisions of the measure
which. T imagine, s now in the hands
of the Government, and which was
alluded to in the Address of the Governor,
It was stated in that Address that the
Government intended to introduce o
measure to enable the mumcipalities to
make arrangements for getting a water
supply. Another feature in connection
with this matter is this— I am perfectly
sufe it was unintentional—that no more
damning speech could have heen made in
connection with the gold mining industry
than the speech of the Premier when
moving the second reading of this Bill, if
that speech were read by men who could
read between the lines. I have little
doubt that the proposal of the Govern-
ment will be welcomed by the company
promoter and the prospectus writer in
London ; and, if I may be permitted to pay

. a compliment to the Premier, 1 would say

he would make a magnificent prospectus
writer himself, Owing to that speech, it
will go out to the world that the water

. diffienlty is overcome, that there is to e no

more water trouble, and the indiscreet and
injudicious investor will say “ The Govern-
“ment have taken the thing im hand; I
“ will go in and invest heavily, fully trust.
‘““ing in the scheme.”  Later, however, he
will discover that there is to be no water
under this scheme at Coolgardie for three
years; and the investor, if he be a dis-
creet man, will wait three years before in-
vesting in order that he may see whether
the scheme is successful. The Promier
alluded to the fact of people living in dirt
and disease. With regard to disease, I
have grown so tired of it that T hate
alluding to it, but I have sound reason to
believe that the danger from sickness on
our eastern goldfields is no more than is
regular and incidental to all new gold

. mining country, and 1 have heard the

remembering that they could mnot get .

back without a water supply. I stated,
in connection with the Southern Cross
railway, that provision ought to have
been made for the construction of those
tanks, which afterwards became o further

experience of men from the Palmer
right down through New South Wales.
These men say that disease is incidental
to the conditions of life on new goldfields,
and pot contingent on the water question.
The Premier says this state of disease
and dirt is incidental alone to the
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eastern goldfields.  IE that 1s frue, if o
is worthy of weighing with members '
as an argument to induce them fo sup-
port this mensure, why is it that we have
this disease on the Murchison where you
can lose yourself in the water? If the
Grovernment carry on this scheme to -
supply Coolgardie with water becanse
they have disease there, they should also,
for the same reason, provide the Murchi.
son field with pumping gear to carry
wway the surplus water we have there.
If you are going to supply Coolgurdic
with water, why not go a bit further and
follow the State nationalisation ideas of
the member for East Perth, and supply
them with batteries and with quicksilver,
and employ men for them ?  Why not go
right through? You have as much right
to supply them with bread and meat
as to supply them with water, if your
argument in favour of that course is that
you desire to reduce the cost of produe-
tion. Btarting from an economical basis,
you have as much right to supply bread
and meat or anything else as you have to
supply water. In his°speech the Pre-
mier started out fo prove the necessity
of the water supply for turning out the
gold, and I have given the House the
opinions of able men who cousider that
it is not necessary to have this water
scheme in order to get the gold, I
challenge him to disprove it or to ques-
tion the facts on which those opinions are
based. The ablest men connected with
the industry have said that this scheme is
ahsolutely unnecessary.

Tre Premier: They do not quite say
that. "Will you quote ?

Me. SIMPSON: They go so close to
it that perhaps the Premier is glad to sce
even o little shade of light in his favour.
I am talking about the water for mining
purposes, and I am sure the Premier will
admit that the water difficulty has been
as troublesome at Southern Cross as else- |
where, and yet there are hon. members
in this House who for years have been con-
nected with a gold mine there, which has
been turning out dividends regularly with-
out the aid of a 2} million water scheme.
Seven years ago we had to emrry water to
the mine from a distance of 17 miles, and
we did not growl about it. Then the
Premier went along a bit, and he came
to the great question of private enter-
prise. It is known now in this House,
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and T presume it is very well known in
the country, that the Premier is an out-
and-out antagonist of private enterprise.
In connection with that watter, it is per-
haps well that I should disabuse this
House of an impression which the Premier
sought to convey to the House, and which
T think he will bave to disclaim, that I
am connected with one of the companies
that desites to carry out a water scheme
on the goldfields. The scheme alluded
to was that of Mr. Wilson; and the
Premier implied that I, in my public
position in this House, was using my
position to act as an agent for these
people. Now T wish to deal with that
matter very plainly. I cannot imagine
the Premier believing it.

Tre Premier: What did I say?
Don’t quote what I did not say.

Mr. SIMPSON: I will give you
exactly what you did say. TIn his speech
on the Address-in-Reply the Premier said
that he did not know whether the hon.
member for Greraldton was net acting as
agent for these people; and in the speech
on this particular question he said : *“The
“lton. member for Geraldton bas told us
“that this work of supplying water for
“the goldfields should be left to private
“enterprise, and he knows of good men
“who are willing te take this matter up.
“ T stand here opposed to private enter-
“prise, even if those good men are also to
“be specially represented by the hon.
‘“member for Geraldton.” Now I shall
tell the Premier and this House that I
was not an agent for anyone, and that T
won’t allow the Premier to imply or say
that T ever use my pusition as a member
of this House for such an object. T will
say more than that, and it is that if he
does not, withdraw the statement, it is o
black, malignant calumny. The hon.
member is fond of parading his honour
and his keen sense of honour in this
House, and if he is an honourable man
he will take the trouble to find out the
gentleman to whom he has alluded, and
who is at present in town and preparcd to
give it an absolute denial. That gentle-
man, Mr. Wilson, will state that there
never has been any possibility or sugges-
tion of the least hasis for such a foul
fabrication. So much for that part of the
gpecch of the Promier. I now come to
the question of private enterprise. The
Premier has stated that 'he has been so
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discouraged by his experience of private |
enterprise in the past that he is deter-
mined that there shall be nothing of the
kind in the affairs of the country in the
future. He also says that, if possible,
he will come before the House with the
affairs of one of these private companies
and ask the assistance of the House to
buy them out. In connection with that
matter I can only sav that the adviser of
the Government, the Hon. the Attorney
General, was the gentleman who drew
that agreement for the private company,
and if he was able to draw such an
agreement for a private company, he will
be able to druw as strong an agreement for
us. If he 13 so keen in favour of the
private investor, surely he will, when
employed by the Premier to uct in the
interests of the country, he equally care-
ful. I cannot understand the hatred of
the Premier to the making of agreements.
I am not afraid of making agreements,
but the Premier seems to need a kind of
wet nurse to prevent him from being
taken in when he thinks of making an
agreement. The member for West
Kimberley, who came back from London
lately, said thab capital is begging for
mvestment in England, especially in a
country like ours, which stands so well
before the world. Private enterprises,
with reasonable concessions, would have
no difficulty 1n getting money, and, so far
as I know, in this project of Mr. Wilson
there is no question of monopoly. As
regards such monopolies, there is no
greater oppouent to them than I am, but
I am not opposed to the introduction
into this country of capital that is to be
used in ordinary business ventures, and
under conditions that will be fixed by the
Government. Other countries have been
able to make reasonable contracts, and
there is no reuson why we cannot do the
same. Though the dividends that these
companies make will go to other countries,
we, here, will get sufficient benefit from
the works that are carried out. Now, the
Premier, io that special allusion of his to
the prophet Isajah—if I may be permitted
to deal with a sacred matter—is almost
laughable. That guotation, I am told,
was furnished by the hon. member for
Northam for use on this particular
occasion. The quotation was to the
effect that they made a way in the
wilderness and a river in the desert. T [
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suppose that the Prewsier means that the
prophet alluded to the present Ministry,
for he said * Future gencrations will
“thank us and bless us for our far-seeing
 patriotism, and it will be said of us, as
* Isaiab said, * They made a way in the
“ wilderness and o river in the desert.””
However, when you come to analyse this
scheme and understand the position that
the mines do not want it—when we even
grant that there is something in the
ardour and enthusiasm of the hon.
members of this House who wish to
see  the country between Meckering
and Coolgardie studded with green pas-
tures and that sort of business—surely
it -will remove the glamour caused by
the Premier’s speech from their eyes.
The Premier says that with the aid
of the scheme we will be able to turn
a tap and cause the sand-plain to blossom
inte an oasis. Imagine the Premier on a
hot day, in the midst of a sand-plain,
twrning on the water and making an
oasis in the desert! That is the sort of
position that we «ome to in connection
with this matter. As to the Engineer-in-.
Chief’s report, I shall comment upon it,
but I shall not in any way detract from

. his great position, his great accomplish-

ments, and the high integrity of his
character. The report of the Engineer-
in-Chief and that of Lis staff is submitted
to this House unendorsed by any inde-
pendent authority. I think that is a fair
statement of the case. Is this House
justified in embarking on this scheme
without seeking independent endorsement
of the varions proposals it contains? I
say no. Would any member in his pri-
vate capacity invest in so large a scheme
without having it carefully scrutinised;
carefully analvsed by ahsolately indepen-
dent. scientific authority obtained from
the best sources in the world 7 Notwith-
standing what the Premier has said, T
contend that we have to look at this
scheme not merely as providing for an
expenditure of 21 millions, but an aunual
21 millions. If T had the faith in this
scheme that the Premier has I would
come to the House and ask for 10
millions, and I would flood Coolgardie
with water. He, however, comes to us
for 24 millions ; butif he believes in the
scheme he should ask for far more than

. that, for the amount that he has put

down will never supply the water that is
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required. Of the § million gallons per °

day, 3 millions are allotted to the mines,
but some of the far-away districts will
want the benefit of the scheme, and then
you will want a great deal more mouney.
In point of fact, the scheme is merely an
experiment that is to cost 2& millions,
and it is an’ experiment that is
to be carried out by 120,000 people.
I am not actuated, in my criticisms of
this scheme, by any deuht whatever as to
the future of the colony. Indeed I am
looked upon as a sanguine man as regards
the developinent of this country. T have
not the shightest doubt that long before
1900 our population will be cloge to half-
a-million. Another feature in connection
with this scheme is that of the time for
carrying it out. I suggest my opinion
with some deference, but T must say that
I do not believe it is possible to do the
work in the fime mentioned; and I con-
sider that it would be better if we did

¢ diffieulty in Victoria and New

not put forward three years as the time °

for construction, seeing that by doing so
we niay be leading investors into enter-
taining false hopes. The Premier says
he believes the work will be done in three
years, but it is hard to accept that state-

went when one turns to Fremantle and -
realises that it takes no less than six |

weeks to Jand a ship’s cargo.  Under this
scheme it iz proposed to import 90,000
tons of pipes and land them at Fremantle.
1 suggest that commercial men who are
in this House, and who have had practical
dealings with the shipping trade, will
have grave doubts of the possibility of
the scheme being carried out in three
years. We will, of course, be assured
that by that time we shall have ample
rolling stock, and this, that, and the other,
Assurances have dropped from the Min-
istry for years now that these difficulties
would soon disappear, and T am, there-
fore, justified in saying that the block
which exists now (und the further block
which 1s immineut at Fremantle) i
greater than it ever has been. That is
the position. [Tue Presier: No, no.]
My information comes from a member of
the shipping port i question, and I am
compelled to take the opinion of a mer-
chant dealing with the shipping trade
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the merchant community. It seems to
be assumed that this condition of things
at Fremantle is exceptional, but so far as
I can uscertain it is not so.  In connection
with this work there will be required
between 3,000 and 4,000 men on the job.
I am glad always to see men come here
ond scttle and make good wages. 1
always believe in the best of wages and
then you get the best of men; but I
want to point out that the unemployed
South
Wales arose from the fact of the undue
and hurried expenditure of loan money,
inducing a huge influx of unskilled
labour, which, as soon us this particular
work was accomplished, could find no
guitable outlet, and became dependent
on the Gorernment; and so it will cause
an influx of 3,000 to 4,000 to carry out
this scheme, But by far the greater part
of this loan will not be spent in the
conntry, as the greater portion of it—1I
suppose a million and a quarter—will be
spent out of the colony, and that is an
clement in the matter that is worthy of
consideration.  Then, on top of that,

comes the great question that this
15 a2 moribund Parliament. It is a
Parliament in  avticulo wmorlis.  The

Premier in his speech said that within
the last 12 months the population of the

' country bas increased by more than 50

per cent., and that increase is not repre-
sented in this House. Side by side with
this Bill is a Bill for an amendment of
the Constitution Act, increasing the
representation of the large centres in
Parliament, and placing in the Parlia-
ment of the country 14 new men; and
yet we are asked at the end of the session
—or rather at the end of Parliament—
with the hustings in view, and an election
impending, to pledge the assent of the
country to this great scheme. I appeal
to the Premier and the Ministerial
benches to preserve that spirit of our
constitution which gives us the right
of free speech in this Chamber. I

 have always held that the policy of

there before that of 2 member of the

Ministry. I will leave it to the Minister
of Railways to deal with that matter
when he replies to the representatives of

the Government has heen one largely
of wmistrust of the people, tempered by
fear, and that opinion is confirmed
when they try to carry this Bill through
this dying Parliament. TIf there is a

. question which ought to be submitted to

the people in a young country like ours,
where Counstitutional Grovernment has not
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vet become part of the cducation of the
people, but where we hope it will gradually
work itself into the whole system, so
that the people will be as tenacious of
their rights as in other places, it is this
proposal falsely called the Coolgardie
Goldfields Water Supply Bill, T do not,
propuse to trespass on the time of the
House, but I have endeavoured to give
some reasons and opinions for my
opposition teo this measure. 1 have
little doubt, if this gets into that by-
lane — a select committee — it will be
smuggled through the House, as I have
little doubt that the majority of the
Government will be the majonty of the
select committee. I have not a shadow
of doubt about that, but I challenge the
Premier, oo his utterances given by him
and accepted by the House in good faith,
that the Government would be glad for
the House to seek for all information,
and for the matter to be discussed from
one end of the country o the other, to
say if there is a reasonable opportunity
to thoroughly investigate this great
scheme, and secure expert scientific evi-
dence during the currency of this session
of Parliament. I appeal to him hy
his respect for that Constitution which
he helped to win for this country, to
preserve its spirit and not trespass on
it and imperil it by trying to foist on the
country a scheme which the country has
not had an opportunity of considering,
and which I, in its present form, consider
undoubtedly premature. I beg to move,
“That, in the opinion of this House, the
proposal of the Government is pre-
mature, and ought not to be sanctioned
until the large centres of population
are more equitably represented in this
House.”

Mr. TRAYLEN: T listened with a
great deal of attention to the hon.
nrember for Geraldton, and L thought if
the contention of the hon. member were
correct, that therc is no need for this
scheme, at least for battery purposes,
then he was somewhat inconsisteni in
advocating as warmly as he did that the
matter should be left to private enterprise.
What is there for private enterprise to do
if water is not wanted on the goldfields?
I was also led to ask myself, while he was
speaking, “ What ic in o name?” as I
gathered that if the Bill had been intro-
duced onder another name -- a water
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supply for the wmunicipalities of the
goldfields—it would have met with his
cordial support; but because it is intro-
duced as it is now, it meets with his
strenuous opposition. I fail to see the con-
sistency in taking up these—tomymind—
opposing grounds. T do not think it is
difficult to show that the scheme is very
urgently needed; and, though we be a
dying Parliament, we have still sufficient
political health to consider this question
dispassionately and carefully, and to give
it that immediate attention that its
urgency requires.

Mr. IniixeworTH: And pledge the
country £40 per head.

Mz. TRAYLEN : Of course, T should
be aided considerably in my work this
evening if there were any census returns
available and sufficiently indicative of the
population of the goldfields to aid us
to ascertain how many gallons of water
are consumed daily upon the goldfields.
As hon. members know, these goldfields
were not even in existence when our
last census was taken, and even if it
had bheen then taken, so enormous
have been the strides made since the
census was taken, that it would not help
us in the least degree. We have to fall
back on other means to ascertain, approxi-
mately, how muany persons are on the
goldfields, and what is the probable
average daily consumption of water;
though, afterwards, T may deal with the
question of the demands of the fields
for battery purposes. In reading the
various wvewspaper articles which deal
with this question, I find the mining popu-
lation is variously stated as from 20,000
to 40,000 persons. These may be mere
guesses, I think, in the absence of any
actual counting of heads. We have still
some returns that are helpful to us in
determining the number of persons now
on the goldfields, A return was laid
on the table of the House one or two
days ago, which gives the area now under
lease m the Coolgardie and Vilgarn
goldfields districts. Thearea, as members
may find for themselves, leased on these
goldfields is 88,787 acres ; and as we areall
aware that to man these leases, even to
hold them, 1t requires one person to three
acres, there must be, in order to legally
hold the leases, 29,662 persons on the
i leases themselves, to say nothing of the
| nurmbers of persons in the respective
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townships on the goldfields.
very closcly on the estimate, which may be
a mere guess on the part of newspaper
writers. that the population is between
20 and 40 thousand persons. There is
another method we may take. The
number of leases in the Yilgarn and
Coolgardie fields is 6,126. Surely we
may estimate each one has, on an average,
four men on it. That will give us 24,500
persous, and if to this number we add
10,000 for the population of Coolgardie,
Kalgoorlie, Kanowna, and Southern
Cross, again we are brought to about
30,000 persons as a fair estimate of the
number now living on our goldfields.
We ., can now ask what is the probable
amount of consumption of water by this
number of persons; and the wants of the
population perhaps can best be got at by
comparing things we know, and using
our judgment as to whether the same
figures will apply to the persons on the
goldfields. Durmg last year the con-
sumption of water in Perth, for 12,000
persons, was, on an average, 450,000
gallons per day. or in other words 37
gallons per head. That is not an adult

. population as on the goldficlds, but a con-
sumption based on reckoning not only
the men, but the women and clildren
in the area served with water. If we
allow that those on the goldfields, having
to pay a higher price, will use a less
gquantity. I do nob think we shall be far
wrong in assuming they will require for
all their purposes 30 gallons per head per
day. I mean of course for drinking,
cleansing, cooking, and laundry purposes,
and so on. They will thercfore require
900,000 gallons of water per duy. Of
course I kmow a great deal of this is con-
sumed by horses and camels, and that an
inferior quality of water, miscalled fresh,
is given to these animals, but even that
is costly. Seeing that a large quantity
of the water is paid for at the rate of 8d.
per gallon, I shall hardly be wrong if I
calculate the whole 900,000 gallons at
one penny per gallon, or £4 3s. 4d. per
1,000 gallons. It will scarcely be credited
that the goldfields population to day—if
my estimate is at all correct—pay £3,750
per day for water, or £1,250,000 in the
year; and yet we are asked by the hon.
member who is largely interested in the
goldfields to lay aside a scheme which
only contemplates spending £2,500,000.

[ASSEMBLY.]

That treads

Waler Supply Loan Bill.

Then, taking the probable quantity neces-

- sary for Dbattery purposes, these 6,126

. & local supply.

leases may surely be estimated to have,
on an average, a 2-hoad battery for each
lease. Sowe of them, I kuow, will have
50-head or more, while some will prove
wild cats, and have none at all; but if I
take 10,000 head for the whole 6,000 odd
leases, surely thatis a moderate estimate.
If the 10,000 head of stampers work the
whole 24 hours, they will take 16,800,000
gallons of water.

Ay Hox, MemsER: Numbers of them
have no hatteries.

Mr. TRAYLEN : Itried to follow the
figures of the hon. member for Geraldton
in the reports he read, and I think he
made an average supply of water from the
mines themselves of this odd 800,000
gallons per day, so that if battery work
13 to go on right merrily, and the stamps
are to keep on crushing as fully and con-
tinuously as they might do, 16,000,000
gallons of water must be found every 24
hours from some source or other. I pre-
suwme that, as the water is to be paid for
at the rate of 3s. 6d. per thousand gal-
lons, cach mine battery will take care to
use the water over and over again, so that
I think I may take it that only 25 per
cent. of this water will be wasted daily.
In other words, we want 4,000,000 gal-
lons to make up the waste of water used for
battery purposes, and, adding this to the
900,000 gallons now taken for domestic
purposes, it is found there will he a de-
mand for 5,000,000 gallons daily. This
is strong reason for the Government to
come to this House with a scheme which
agks us to provide for giving five million
gallons daily to the fields. I noted that
much was tried to be made of the pros-
pects of local supplies. I do not kmow of
more than one geologist who had the
least good word to say for the chances of
The hon. member for
Geraldton says nothing at all about the
quality of the water that would be
obtained locally, but it is salt. We want
this scheme, and must have it, to ensure
the constant success of our Eastern gold-
fields. The geological features of the
Coolgardie fields have been described as
betng of such a nature that there is not
the remotest probability of obtaining
artesian supplies; and, if that is so, sub-
terranean supplies are of very litile use to
us, as it will cost so much to raise them to
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the surface and make them available; and

50 it is better to go to sonrces on which
we can fairly rely, and pump from them.
A few words as to the feasibility of the
scheme. I have noticed a good deal of
alarm expressed in newspaper leaders,
and some of the newspapers think be-
cause therg is no such scheme as this in
the world, and because it is a scheme of
the greatest magnitude of its kind ever
proposed in the world, there is great
fear that it is not a feusible scheme be-
cause of that. It is known surely to
some hon. menibers that there exists a
pumping system in America 300 miles
long; and if it is possible to pump with
advantage 300 miles, it requires no very
great stretch of imagination to think it
possible to puwp another 50 miles. The
oil line referred to in America is used for
pumping the crude oil from the oil
regions to the coast—that is. conveying
the oil to the coast from it. The profile
of their scheme, as compared with our
own, makes ours appear almost level
ground, by comparison. The difficulties
in the scheme before us are small as
compared with the great difficulties en-
countered in the scheme I refer to, as the
0il has to be pumped over mountains, and
they havethe great disadvantage of having
to pump daily a million and wmore
gallons of oil through six inch pipes
instead of having a 20-inch pipe for one
million or a 30-ch pipe for five million
gallons.  If they can carry so much oil
throngh such small pipes as that, how
much more possible will it be, on our
comparatively level land, to pump the
quantities estimated through so much
larger pipes for which provision is made ?
There is yet.another instance of pumping
as applied to the delivery of crude oil. Tt
was fouud so costly to get the oil from
near the Caspian Sea to any port of
shipment, that the industry had to bhe
given up until it was found possible to
deliver the o1l on the seaboard; and I
understand they pump it over the
Caucasian Mountains, and yet make it
pay; and if that can be done it is
possible to lift water from the Darling
Ranges on to the Coolgardie fields.
There were many and serious difficulties
encountered by those who commenced
these pumping schemes, and they were
almost failures for some time, bnt these
difficutties have been overcome by im-
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provements made in the Worthington

. pump, and the patents acquired by that

company. Indeed, the manager assured
me not many days ago, that we did not
need more than four pnmping stations to
lift the water from the height Y gave him
on the Darling Ranges to Coolgardie.

; Perhaps he was boasting more than he

ought to have done about the power of
his pumps, but it was, after all, a matter
of the strength of the pipes. Increase
the number of pumping stations, and we
save money on the thickness of the pipes.
A few words as to the gathering ground,
and then I must sit down. I have per-
sonally visited a considerable urea of the
Darling Ranges, investigating the capa-
bilities of these runges for supplying
the quantity of water demanded by the
goldfields each day; and I am satisfied
from my own investigations, supple-
mented by information T have been
able to obtain, that there is an ample
supply of water available there, of as
pure a kind as can be obtained any-
where in this colony; and I believe, if
the Government scheme is carried out,
the best quality water will be taken to
the goldfields, where they will have no
occasion to complain of its quality, though
the demand for such a quantity might
be some excuse for taking up an inferor
quality. I think a quantity equal to fen
million gallons per day can be obtained
in the gathering grounds in almost any
part of the Darling Ranges, chiefly from
the Helena River. If the site fixed on by
the Government were lower down the
stream, an enormnous (uantity of water
can be obtained, as the rainfall at Dar-
lington is 32 inches annually, and at
Northam 16 inches. As far as I am
able to say, the scheme is an excellent
one, and I shall very cordially support
the Government in the scheme they have
introduced to this House.

AMr. MORAN: For some considerable
time past there has been a certain amount
of surprise, I believe, in this House, and
also in my own constituency, that T have
not come forward more quickly with
ready support for this scheme, as soon as
proposed by the speech with which the
Premier introduced it; but I think hon.
members will realise this fact, that as I
have taken rather a prominent part in
the question of water supply for the
goldfields in the past. and it has always
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been my lot to have to nccuse the
Grovernment in the past of being wanting
in systematic efforts to overcome the
diffienlty, so it was my privilege to
listen before speaking to all the argu.
ments for and against the scheme. T
cannot fail to recognise that during the
time I have been in the House no such
important scheme has ever come before
this House; and I believeit is recognised
by every member in this Assembly, that
anything that will assist the goldficlds
will assist the colouy generally, as the
colony has been so inuch prospered by the
successful developments of our gold mines.
It has developed into an axiom, and there
can be no doubt about its truth, that the
other producing resources of the colony
arc not keeping pace with the progresy
that is being made on the goldfields, and
that the mining interests have given
Western Australia a prosperity which is
not, at the present day, equalled by any
other dependency of the British Crown.
]_3_11!:, in supporting this scheme of water
supply that has been introduced by the
Government, I may meantion that it is not
an original one, because the Premier will
fefiember that lust session a private Bill
was brought forward, or was proposed to
e brought forward, by the hon. member
for Northam on behalf of a leading
contractor in this colony, who said he
had sufficient hacking in the London
market to carry his proposal into effect
for supplying Coolgardie with water.
The promoter was Mr. Jeho Maher, who
asked me whether T would pilot a private
Bill through the House; but, although
he was a personal friend of mine, I refused
to do so. I did not believe, and I do not
now helieve, that a gigantic question like
this should be handed over to any corpo-
ration. I do not believe that any com-
pany should have the entire control of
the destinies of the fields and of the
people on the fields. I am strongly
convinced that in a new country the
waterworks should belong to the State.
The hon. member for Geraldton says it
is not necessary to take water to the
fields. I koow more about the Yilgarn
fields than he does, and I say it is neces-
sary. I stand here as the representative
of the majority of the people on those
ficlds. T have travelled through all parts
of them, and am closely in nouch with
the needs and the wishes of my constitu-
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ents, and I say that I can hesitate no
longer in supporting this Bill. From all
parts of the fields I have veceived tele-
grams asking me to support this schewe,
and I shall do so. At the sume time, 1n
the early part of my address, I wish to
say that in the scheme laid down by the
Premier I perceive many deficiencies.
The most noticeable defect in the Bill,
and a subject to which the Premier, in
moving the second reading of the Bill,
made no reference, is as to what the fields
ure to do for water during the three or
four vears which must elapse before the
scheme is carried out. I must express
my regret that the Premisr should have
inferred that such dire consequences to
the colony wonld follow if the Bill should
not be passed. This might have been
left unsaid. As far as [ am concerned, 1
am convinced that the Government need
have no fear that the water will not be
used. There is plenty of room for five
million gallons of water, even if none of
this supply is applicd to battery purposes.
There is room not only for five milliona of
gallons per day, but if the Government
were to substitute a bill for supplying
ten millions of gallons per day, all this
water would be wanted. The fields must
have water. The dry process of gold
extraction in this country has leen a
failure. That process was initiated under
the most glowing auspices st Kalgoorlie,
and at heavy expense, and it has been
demonstrated to be a failure upon our
fields. It was placed under the direction
of one of the ablest engineers, in order to
overcome the great difficulty of want of
water; and it bas not been a success. It
cannot be denied that its failure has done
a great deal to check the legitimate
course of speculation—more, in fact, than
any other cause. I am in receipt of
weekly advices from the great mining
market of the world, and T know this to
be a fact. The failure of the dry process
has heen a severe check to investors at
home. The rvesult is that, in order to
extract the gold, we must return to the
old system—that is the one requiring a
plentiful supply of water. 1 need not
remind hon, members who have been in
this House for the last three years of the
way I hove worked in order to obtain
water for the fields. It has been oue long
continued system of agitation, which hus
almost wearied those who have had to
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listen to it, as I have spoken so often
on the water gquestion that I was told, on
one veeasion, by an hon. member, that he
bhoped I would be drowned in the water
on the flelds some day. So consistent
has been my advocacy, that the Minister
of Lands did me the honour to say I
represented men who expected the Govern-
ment to follow them and feed them with
a spoon; and when I asked for £100,000
and the creation of a distinet water de.
partment, the Gorernment laughed at
me. But now the Premier is not anly
prepared to feed the people of the fields
with a spoon, but with a 30-inch pipe.
But I am very ready to-forget the past,
and it is my duty to acknowledge that the
best thunks -of the goldfields are due to
the Government for the scheme which
they
consideration, to do justice to the popula-
tion of Coolgardie—justice which has
been denied them in the past. I now
come to that part of the hon. member for
Geraldten’s speech in which he says it 1s

not right or righteous — [Mr. Siae- |

gon: Oh! L never said anything about
“righteous” ] —for a dying Parliament
to carry out a scheme of this kind.
Now I cannot look at this argument in
this light. If the Government intend
this as a political move; if it s to he a
huge plank in their platform in going to
the country, then they are going to work
in a way that men of brains vever would
dream of ; for, if the Bill is carried, the
people of the fields can say, *“'We are
“going to have our water scheme, and we
“sghall not have to thank you for it.”
the Premier wished to make w cry of this,
he would propose the scheine, and then
his only desire would be that it {the Bill}
might be defeated, in order that the
scheme might sirengthen his hands at »
general election, so that he might be able
to say, “If you put us in power, we shall

“he able to supply the fields with water”” .

have brought forward, after duoe |
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So far as the argument about a political -

move is concerned, T fail altogether to se¢

what advantage it would be to the

Government in the case of an appeal to
the country; and, whether it is so or not,
if my coostituents are to get five million

wallons of water per day, then I will give

them all the help I can in their political
dodge. But T have to admit that the
Premier’s scheme was particularly « thin,”

when it arrived at the top of Bt. Burges. |
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I do not think the Premier recognises the
great diffienlties, the mauy features that
remain, after the water has been carried
to 1Mt. Burges. The Premier only
provides a hundred miles of reticulation
pipes, which will ouly serve Coolgardie
and Kalggorlie, nud which will not carry
the water to Menzies. The other nmight {
asked the Government whether they in-
tended to pursue a vigorcus policy of
local water supply as well as their main
scheme, and the Premier answered ** Yes.”
If that answer had been ““no,” 1 should
have opposed this scheme with all the
strength T am capable of ; because, if we
are to sit down for four years before the
tines are able to produce a return, every
mvestor will stop putting a peony into
this country until those four vears are
up. I have ample evidence I can submit
to honourable members, that if the five
millien gallons of water per day, which
the Government proposes to provide, ave
carried to the fields, we shall require five
millions for domestic purposes. The hon.
member for Geraldton broke down when
he said the water would only be required
for domestic purposes; for, even if that
were true, we should require five millions
of gallons per day for a domestic supply,
and we know it is absolutely impossible
to get that quantity of fresh water from
local sources. We also know that con.
densation of water cannot be carried out
on a wholesale scale, nor can wuter be con-
densed at anything like the same cost that
would be charged by the Government for
the water taken from the coastal rivers.
It takes a ton of wood to condense a ton
of water, and wood is very dear, so that
the expenses of condensation would be
gigantic.  Although I am fairly con.
vinced there are thousands of millions of
gallons of water under the surface at
Coolgardie, we could not raise this supply
to the swrface as cheaply as, if the
caleulations are correct, it can be lifted
from the Darling Ranges; and, if
for no other reason, I am prepared
to support the proposals of the Govern-
ment. I asked the Premier the other
evening whether the Goovernment would
take advantage of the faet that, at
preseut, many thousand millions of gallons
of water are lying in the lakes near the
centres of population, in the Eastern
goldfelds, and if they would consider the
advisability of applying the piping for
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service in reticulation from the proposed
Mt. Burges reservoir to be used for the
purpose of couveying this water in the
meantime to the adjucent mining centres.
T did so, after careful counsideration, and
having sent wires to the various parts of
the fields, in support of my own experience,
that these 1mmense stores of water,
which it would take the Government ten
vears to convey to the fields from any
other source, were available. In reply,
the Premier said that the Government
was not aware that many thousands of
millions of gallons of water were lying
in the lakes or marshes in guestion.

Tug PrEmier: What part in Cool-
gardie ?

Me. MORAN : 1 will tell you. Cool-
gardieisnottheonly placeonthe goldfields.
Tag PrEMIER: You said Coolgardie.

Mr. MORAN: I said the Eastern
goldfields. T suid the Bastern goldfields
when I put my question to the Premier.
If the Premier will jog his memory, he

will remember I said there were thousands

of millions of gallons of water lying in
the lakes near the centres of population
in the Eastern goldfields, owing to the
recent rains, fresh emough to use for
stock, and excellent water for battery
purposes. What I asked the Government
was whether, supposing this Bill should
be passed, they would he willing to
assimilate minor schemes with the Mount
Burges scheme, in order to give the
mining districts the benefits of this water
as sgon as possible; and the Prenier,
from his place in this House, treated the
matter lightly. I say there are millions
of gallons of water in one lake alone. 1
have it on the authority of Mr. Wilson, of
the *“ Royal Mint " and “Iron King” mine,
who said, in a telegram to me, under date
of the 29th July: “I estimate that, in
“round pumbers, there are twenty.five
“thousand million gallons of water, but
“ cannot state definitely, as I have had no
“opportnnity of obtaining the accurate
“quantity.” That water alone is not
seven or eight miles from Broad Arrow,
in the heart of a most populous centre
of the Eastern goldfields.

Mgp. Cramxson: It
months.

Mr. MORAN: The hon. member for
Toodyay says it won't last two months,
but T am only interested in proving that
the Premier was wrong in principle when

won't last two
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lie admitted that the Water Department
had nol informed him, whilst bringing
forward a scheme to cost no less than
two and a half millions of money, that
this water did already exist on the fields
—as much water as could be carvied
there from the coast in ten years. Now,
that i1s the evidence of one man, Mr.
Wilson. I will read what others have to
say, in telegrams which have been sent to
me voluntarily, to prove that the Premier's
answer showed that he was not acquainted
with the facts. 1 took the trouble to hear
from Mr. [eslie Norman, who is repre-
senting the “ Beottish Westralia Company®
—a, company which is composed of level-
hended Scotch shareholders—who give Mr.
Norman three times the salary received by
the Engineer-in-Chicf of this colony, and
who are not likely to employ a man who is
not worth his money. Mr. Norman says:—
“There ar~ miles of water between Broad
“ Arrow and Black Flag; in many places
it 18 impossible to pass over, There are
“gsix or seven miles of water in places,
“and a couple of miles across. The
“gountryisfullof water.” [Tur Prumier:
How deep is it?] I am coming to that
directly. The deepest part of Broad
Arrow Lake is ten feet. That part T
have seen myself. [Tee Premier: Oh,
oh.] The Premier is at liberty to call
me—what he likes. T think there are at
the present time from three to ten feet of
water in the lake, and that the average
depth is about five or six feet. Now, I
must say that, in bringing this maiter
forward in connection with the Premier’s
water scheme, the Government should
look at the question in an impartial
manuver. I stand here to-night to re-
present only the interests of the country.
I have no other object in view. T am not
the representative of any private com-
pany. No company has ever approached
me on the subject. I am totally un-

‘biassed, and I have to remember that, if

I say anything that is not in accordance
with fact, the misstatement will be re-
ported, and will not be forgutten when I
have to go bhack to my constituents at
the proper time. I subumit to the House
that while there is such a large guantity
of water existing on the surface of the
lakes as that which I have drawn atten-
tion to, this shows that the rainfall is
sufficient to make it worth while to con-
serve the water, and that there must be
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a good supply of underground water !
beneath the lakes. I will read a telegram |
which I have received from the editor of
the Coolgardie Miner, who says:—* It is
“impossible to estimate accurately the
“ quantity of water in the lakes. All the '
“lakes in the Kanowna, district are full;

“ Red Lake, New Gowlar, is cight miles |
“long and five miles wide. 'The average
“ depth is eight feet. Good stock water.
“ Lake Yiendart, Gooda, near Bulong, is
“covered for a distance of ten miles and
“a width of 13 miles. To the north 20
“miles and east of Goongarrie there
“are’ ten square wmiles of water; the
“average depth in hoth places is three
“feet. There are many other lakes further
“east in the same-condition. - Your es-
“timate of thouwsands of wmillions of
“ gallons is perfectly correct. The water
15 mostly fresh, although it is rapidly
“ becoming salt owing to evaporation and
*absorption.”

THEe PrEMIER:
three feet deep.
inches.

Mz. MORAN: I am giving you the
names of these gentlemen who have sent
me these telegrams, and I hope the
Premier will have due patience in bearing
me read them, so thal he may, in dealing
with this question, as far as possible see
that no misconception shall urise as to
the water supply available on the fields.
From the same authority T have got a
wire authorising me to state that Mr.
Vogan, who wrote a series of clever
articles for the Coolgardie AMiner, tasted
the water at the Broad Arrow lake and
found it fresh, but slightly mineralised.
The telegram adds:—* The water covers
“hundreds of acres,” and the editor says:
“I can give the same testimony e Black
* Flug lakes, substituting miles for acres.”
I have another message from Mr.
George R. Bell, manager of a mine
within twenty miles of Coolgardie, who
telegraphs from Smithfield: ** There are
*“ hundreds of wmillions of gallons of fresh
“water here. T send a sample of it by |
‘“post.”” The sample has come; 1t has
never been opened. If the Government .
would like to taste ib, T would be glad to '
place it at their disposal.

THE AtrrorxEY GENERAL: We don't
want to die.

Mx. TiuixawortH : Oh,
never die,

Goongarrie is not
It is more like three

you will
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Mr. Georce: It will take a good deal
more than a drop of water to kill you.

Mr. MORAN : Now, what I want to
point out is, that there is plenty of water
on the fields, but T behieve that in a dry
summer every drop of it will evaporate.
T would therefore ask the Government
whetber they conld not take into con-
sideration the question whether this
water, or some of it, could not be conserved
by cutting canals to drain the lakes into
the deeper places? If this were done,
the mines could crect batteries at the
lake side, and crush in the wet season
the ore that was taken out during the
dry months of the year, I may say this
plan  has been recommended by Mr.
Maryanski, the general inspecting engi-
neer of the *“ Venture " Syndicate, a gentle.
man who has had very large experience
in mining in America. This American
expert says that in order to overcome the
water difficalty, it will be necessary to
utilise the water that is available in the
winter in the catchment areas for keep-
ing batieries erected in their vicinity in
werking order in the summer. During
the next four years the Coolgardie gold-
fields will be marred ormade. People at
home are not going to wait foor years
until the Darling Ranges water is taken
to Mount Burges, for a return upon the
money they have put into the mines of
Western Australia. If the Premier says
there is no other hope of the mines being
kept going than the water scheme of the
Government, T say that I know more
ahout the Coolgardie fields than the
Premier, and I say that more work than
is now done can be done with the local
supply of water. Many other schemes than
that initiated by the Government can be
carried out. The Government and the
Enginecr-in-Chief are not the only men
of brains in the country. I say the
Engineer-in-Chief is no mining expert,
or even no water expert, and that he
knows next to nothing about dry country.
There is no one in this House who has a
greater respect for the Engineer-in-Chief
than I have, but I say he has not heen
used to a country where there isa searcity
of water._Hvu has gained his cxperience
in countries where the only difficulty is
to get rid of the water on the surface.
The estimates’ of the water works are
based on the assumption that the scheme
will cost two and o half millions of mouey,
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and that five millions of gallons of water
will be sold daily; but dnes the Premier
think that all the batteries wilt run for full
time all the year round, and that there
will be no stoppages for development
work, breakdowns, or repairs ¥ Toes the
Premier suppose that at the end of
four years — [Tre PreEmier: I said
three years] — well, say three years,
when the scheme is completed, that all
that will have to be done will be to turn
a button in order to keep hundreds of
batteries going as soon as the water gets
to the fields?  When the water has been
conveyed to Mount Burges, there are
maany other very important features of the
scheme to be accomplished in order to
supply 5,000,000 of gallons of water daily.
Does the Prewier think what will be done
with the water that the mines will not
requite to use while they are doing
development work? Where will that
water be disposed of ?

THE ATTORNEY GFENERAL:
somebody else.

Mr. MORAN : I think that, in order
to make the estimates work out in
practice, 25 per cent. should be allowed
for stoppages and breakages. As I said
before, I do not consider that 5,000,000
of gallons of water per day will be
sufficient to supply the fields. The
Premier, on his own showing, says that
800,000 gallons of the water will be re-
guired for railway purposes, in round
numbers 1,000,000 gallons; then another
] ODO 000 gmllons will go to the domestic

pply of Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie;
a.not.her 1,000, 000 will be wanted I)y
Newca.st.le, York, Northam, and probably
Beverley; leaving only 2,000,000 for bat-
tery purposes. Whereare Menzies, Kan-
owna, Broad Arrow, Black Flag, Mount
Monger, L.O.U., Kurnalpi, Ninety-Mile,
Siberia, Londonderry, and the (eneral
Gordon group of mmes to come in? I
am supporting this schemne, and I am
only trying to give it fair criticism.

Tue PrEMIER: What do you propose
to do?

Mzr. MORAN : I want to know what
you propose to do for all the distriets I
have named. When I am in your position
T shall be prepared to do something for
them. T think it is for the Government
of this country to do this work; and T
have always been willing to give them
every assistance I can, and T am prepared

Sell it to
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to propound a scheme if necessary. As
the Premier has challenged me on this
point, I may say that once I was ruled
out of order when T took action in regard
to the water difficulty. But while T am
supporting this scheme of the Govern-
ment, I want to show how it can be im-
proved upen, and I do not think these
questions should be burked. "While the
Bill is described as providing for the sup-
ply of adequate and permanent wuter to
the Coolgardie goldficlds, it is my duty
to point out that the plun will ouly serve
two centres, namelv Coolgardie and Kal-
goorlie, and that nonc of the water
will be left for other places which will
probably become as large as Kalgoorlie.
I say, when you consider the scheme,
after the water has arrived at the gold-
fields there can be only one conclusion,
and that is that the water will not only
be sold, but certainly all you can lay on
will be sold, and four times as much
water as i3 proposed in this scheme will
be required for supplying all the wants of
those fields—indeed, four such schemes
could very well be carried out, and every
drop of water you could convey to the
fields would be utilised. Iam not putting
the question at all unfairly, for I have
studied it almost night and day ever
since the Government propounded if;
firstly, becanse T am supposed to put the
demands of my constituents before this
House; and, secondly, hecause I have
some money invested on the fields myself,
and that is an important consideration to
me; but I want the Government to tell us

. what is going to be done when they get

the water to Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie.
T want them to state what is going to he
done for Menzies, for the 90-Mile, for
Siberia, and for all the large centres grow-
ing up northward of Menzies and the
90-Mile ?  What is going to be done
for the Londonderry people? What for
Kanowna ? What for Kurnalpi? What
for the Black Flag, and what for the
General Gordon group of mines?  Each
of these is certainly as important to the
British mvestor as Coolgardie is, and there
is likely to be as much money invested in
these centres as in Coolgardie or Kalgoor-
lie at the present time. I say that all we
can expect from this scheme 1s that it will
supply two of our large goldfield towns;
but, if it will do no more than that, is it
any reason why, if we cannot get a whole
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loaf, we should refusc to take half?
Certainly not. If it is going to be the
great success the Premier tells us it
15, why not come forward with a ten
million gallon scheme ot once, instead
of the five million gallon scheme now pro-
posed? I have shown the Premier that
with the present scheme he can omly
hope to supply two large towns on the
fields ; and why not enlarge the scheme
50 as to supply the wants of an increasing
and widespread population ¥ As far as
is at present showm, the average return
from batlery stone crushed in Western
Australia is larger than the average
obtained in any other part of the world.
I know of only one other great goldfield
in the world that is returning an average
of over an ounce to the ton—that is
Charters Towers, in Queensland. Bal-
larat is a little under the ounce, ou the
average. Our return from this colony is
approximately not only over the ounce,
but more nearly two ounces to the ton.
The ounly inference we can draw from
these facts is that we have the richest
mines in the world, and though it will
cost more to extract the ore in this colony
than in some other places, yet the stone
being so much richer, the operation will
pay handsomely. Comparing these mines
with the mines in South Africa, I
gay that any mme which cannot pay for
good white Jabour, and give the working
population a fair day's wage, has got to
go under. We are not going to umport
black labour to do it—there is no fear of
that. Comparing our mines with those
of Bouth Africa, I say that if the South
African mines will pay at half an ounce to
the ton, them 15 dwts. will pay in
‘Western Australia under a large scheme
of water supply. I said at the commence-
ment that I did not think a great deal of
this scheme when BIr. John Maher pro-
pounded it. T am not prepared to say
now whether or not I think a great deal
of it on its intrinsic merits, but I tell you
what I will say: that if the Government
can successfully prove—as no doubt they
think they have done. by reference to
éminent engineers-~that they can deliver
on the Coolgardie goldfields five million
gallons of water per day, at a cost of
3s. 6d. per 1,000 gallouns, it will confera
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boon on the goldfields of this colony, and -

will create a boom in the wining market.
That is the part which touches the hon.

Waler Supply Loan Bill. 243

member for West Kimberley (Mr. A.
Forrest)—it is the boom, not the boon,
that he is anxious about. There will
be a boom in the mining market which
will carry us over that which, perhaps,
some may regard as a “slump” in the
London market; and the result will be
that, if water can be got at that price on
the fields for battery purposes, there will
be no part of Australia where such
activity in mining will be seen as on
these goldfields. We know the life of
this colony depends, practically, on these
goldfields; and if we can get the water
delivered at that price, or even at Ss. per
1,000 gallons, the Government will confer
on the goldfields that which will atone
for their past negligences. In voicing
the opinions of my own constituents, I
say that whilst there are many engineers
on the fields to-day who say this work
cannot be done for the money, yet if the
Government can and will carry ont this
scheme, it will kill for ever all mistrust as
to their not being willing to give to the
goldfields a fair share of the revenue
which the colony receives from these
fields. No one who has listened to the
Premier’s explanation of the scheme will
doubt that he belicved he was doing what
he considered to be the right thing in
bringing it forward, and it cannot be saad
he wag one to lag behind.  We find now
that this scheme is opposed wainly by
gentlemen who are always accusing the
Goverament of lavish expenditure, and
wishing to put the break on; but T say
that, whatever may be the outcome of
this scheme, i1t can uvever be laid
at. the door of the Government that
it was proposed as a political dodge,
because the credit of passing it will belong
to Parliament as a whole, and it will not
lend to the Government any prestige in
the future. As I said at the commence-
ment, the suceess of the colony lies in the
hope of the continued prosperity of the
goldfields, and the helief that anything
we can de will not be too much for the
goose that lays the golden eggs. I have
pointed out the weakness of this scheme;
I have shown that for four years, while
it i1s under construction, we must not lie
idle, and a more vigorous water poliey
must he carried on; thatat Hannan's Lake
100,000,000 gallons of water hasbeenlying

, there, fresh, at various periods during the

past three yvears; that there are large
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lakes all over the fields, some of them
containing immense bodies of water, and
it ought not to be impossible to make
some use of them; and, seeing that the
Government are willing to carry out this
water supply scheme, I think there should
be no opposition whatever by the Govern-
ment to other schemes proposed by in-
dividuals or companies, such as the scheme
proposed by Mr. Wilson. 8o far from
putting any hindrance in his way, it
should be the duty of the Government to
give him a handsome bonus after his
work is completed. Tt would, indeed, be
a handsome act if the Government were
to offer a bonus to every man who would
undertake the putting down of a bore and
getting a supply—say 50,000 gallons per
day. I have often proposed in this House
that the Government should offer a large
bonus for bringing to the surface some
hundreds of thousands of gallons per day
of salt water; and I may mention that I
was present at the opening of the Hampton
Plains bore, and saw what was very like an
artesian supply,for I saw the water rushing
up the bore 10 feet above the earth. The
other day the “* Golden Bar ” mine struck
40,000 gallons of water per diem, and
they have so much to spare that they are
prepared to sellit. At “Cosgrove’s™ mine
30,000 gallons of water per day have
been struck. All the centres in outlying
districts away from the lakes will be
wanting water next summer, and I hope
the Government will not only carry out
the present scheme of water supply, but
will give to the fields a plentiful supply
from any source where practicable. In
carrying outa scheme of such magnitude
ag this, I hope the Premier will not lose
sight of the fact that during the coming
summer he will bear cries from all parts
of the fields that salt water is not
obtainable; therefore I hope he will
organise u supplementary scheme that
will send men to all parts of the fields,
and not only enable them to live there
with a sufficient supply of good water,
but also that women and children will be
able to live amongst them. Tf thal can
be done, the populution residing on those
fields will be in such numbers that they
will require all this water for domestic
use, and those people will bless the
Premier and the Government for having
enabled them to live there in something
like comfort and cleanliness. I hope the
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amendment of the hon. member for
Geraldton will not bhe carried, for I see
no good that it can serve. If we are to
bring the water to those fields, the sooner
we get to work and order the pipes to be
wade, the better. I consider, still, that
this question ought to go to a Select
Committee, because it is a very important
thing that we should learn from the
Engineer-in-Chief what are the centres
he proposes to serve. We do not know
whether he is going to serve Cool-
gardie and Kalgoorlie only, or whether
he will supply other places, and what
those places are to be. There has
been a lot of useless verbiage in the
address of the Premier, and especially
in that part in which he talked about
providing water in the desert forirrigation
and cultivation purposes. If he means to
use any considerable portion of this water
for irrigating the desert, the soil will suck
up more water than he can supply out of
this scheme, after supplying other re-
quirements; and, as I have said, if you
allow one million gallons a day for
domestic purposes, one million for rail-
way requirements, another million for
supplying such tfowns as Newcastle,
Northam, York, and Southern Cross, one
million for Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie,
and one million for irrigating and turn-
ing the wilderness into Hourishing oases,
then where is the quantity that is going
to run these batteries afterwards? To
talk about irrigating that country, while
the mines are wanting water, is ridiculous
nonsense. That part of the scheme
might well have been left out. Not only
will the five million gallons per day be
required when it gets on the fields, but
five times five millions will be wanted.
I shall never rest till I find out from the
Premier and the Government what they
propose to do during the four years which
it will take to complete this great scheme.
I want to find out what they propose for
those centres lying east of Kalgoorlie and
north of Mount Burges. If I can get a
satisfactory answer from the Government,
I shall only be too pleased to tell the
people on the geldfields that they canmot
do better than return to power the Gov-
ernment that has, even so late, come for-
ward to do so much for them.

Mx. GEORGE: T have Deen some-
what puzzled at the speech which has
just heen delivered by the hon. member
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for Yilgarn. I really do not kmow on
which side he is standing. I only koow
he is going to support the Government in
regard to their scheme. But, at any rate
he has proved, to my mind, that there is
not much reliance fo be placed on what
are called the local water supplies for the
Eastern goldfields, when he tells us one dry
suuuner—and we have it on the authority
of a Minister, one-half of a dry summer
—will dry up all these lakes. However,
what I have to complain of in regard to
the conduct of the Government in this
matter is that the Premier promised us
the fullest information. I claim that he
has not given us the fullest information.
He has given us a seb of figures, and the
report of the Engineer-in-Chief, which

- contains jusb as much as the department

is compelled to disclose, but which does
not contain the information that we, who
have to decide an important (uestion,
have a right to ask for. This basis of
estimate which is given us by the
Eungineer-in-Chief looks very pretty on
paper, but to my mind it is far from
being conclusive as to its accuracy in
more than one particular, and I shall ask
the House to bear with me a lLittle while
I state the points on which further
information is required. The Premier, if
he wished us to believe he was sincere in
his promise that the fullest information
should be given to the House, might
have placed the plans on the fable to
show us what sort of reservoir it was
proposed to construct on the Darling
Ranges, because I find, in item 16 of the
principal report of the Engineer-in-Chief,
that the amount put down for reservoirs
is £300,000, and yet, in another page of
the report, I find it is proposed to
vonstruct a concrete wall which will
impound 3,330 million gallons of water
and back it up for a space of seven
miles, Taking the length on top, as
stated, at 650 feet, and the depth at 100
feet, the very cost of making that concrete
wall,and carrving dowu the foundatious to
the necessary depth for withstanding the
thrust of that wall, will be nearly us
much as is set down for the whole work.
It is known to those who have watched
the construction of the Perth waterworks
reservoir, in the Canning Hills, that the
foundation had to be carried down many
feet more than the engineers of that work
anticipated. The material of which the
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" Darling Ranges is composed is a very

treacherous one.

Me. A. Forrest: How much has it
cost them ?

Mr. GEORGE : That does not affect
this question. It is by no means certain,
until the thing bas been gone into fully,
that anything like an ordinary estimate
for foundation work will he found to be
reliable in this case. In stating my ob-
jections to this estimate, T do not wish to
detract from the ability of the Engineer-
in-Chief, who is so highly respected in
this House, and I will say that aot only
do I respect him for his ability as much
as other hou. members do, but my respect
is more than that of the other 32 mow-
bers put together. At the same time, I
cluim -to differ from the Engincer-in-
Chief on some points in this scheme.
There is another point on which the
Premier should have enlightened this
House. He should have given us some
idea as to what sort of pipes they are
going to lay. There are no details given
us as to how the pipes are to be conveyed
to the place where they are to be laid.
We know they are to be carried by rail,
but has it ever occcurred to the Premier
or the Government that to lay 330 miles
of pipes in the time stated in this report
will need a train service in itself of somne-
thing like eight trains per day? The
Premier talked abount sufficient pipes
to keep the work going; but it will
take some considerable time before
these pipes can be started to be made,
and, if made in this country, probably
some months must elapse. I should say
myself, at the lowest estimate, it will
take six months before a single pipe can
be made. We can easily see that, with
only 800 working days mn the year, it is
reasonable to conclude thut the carriage
of these pipes alone will take nearly the
whole time set down in the scheme for
carrying out the work. When we take
8 trains per day, and that is the lowest
number which will be required, in my
opinion at any rate, to carry these pipes
on to the site, the question arises whether
the present single line to Coolgardie
could stand the extra traffic. I say there
must be 8 trains up aund 8 trains down
per day, making 16 trains in all, put on
to this service, on a line which is, even
now, taxed to its utmost. I believe I am
speaking correctly, but if I am wrong
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perhaps the Minister of Kailways will
eorrect me, when T say that to place 2
extra trains on the Coolgardie line at the
present time, 2 up and 2 down, would
cause the present service to be congested.
Besides that, there is this difficulty to be
taced. We lnow very well that in the
summer months m this colony there is
a great difficulty in obtaining water to
enable the engines to run with anything
like speed along that weury stretch
between Northam and Southern Cross
and on to Coolgardie; therefore just
picture to yourselves what the result
would be as regards that puny water
supply, if 8 more trains each way per day
were placed on the line, Ninety thousand
tous 1s the weight given for these pipes,
but the conveyance of pipes is a question
of bulk, and whether these pipes are to
be made in the colony or out of it, they
will have to be taken up the line. We
have to consider what the trucks will
carry, not in weight but in bulk; and I
believe my estimate is quite correct when
I state that it will take 8 trains per day
to give the necessary supply of pipes.
Well, if it will take 8 trains a day each
way—and in making these remarks I
may say that I shall support this scheme
if even the amount be made larger—that
will mean 8 trains up and 8 trains down
and 8 trains loading—altogether 24 trains
with 24 locomotives. Then we must sup-
pose that the engines will require repair-
ing, and, allowing that six are usually in
the repairing sheds, we mav estimate
that 30 locomotives will be required, and
between 400 and 500 specially designed
trucks will have to be constructed to
carry the pipes. Now, if T am right as
to the quantity of trains, if my argument
is right, if my statement is correct that
the present line cannot take comfortably
more than two up and two down trains
beyond the present service, the Govern-
ment will have to consider what they are
going to do with these other trains. So
far as I can see, there is only one course,
and that is a course which the country
will have to follow in any circumstances
before many years are over, and that is
to double the line. In making these
remarks my intention is not to condemnn
the water scheme, as it will be required
for the traflic, but to add something to
the consideration of the scheme as regards
the point whether it can be carried out in
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the time mentioned. With regard to the
reservoir, in my opinion £300,000 will
pot be sufficient to make a retaining wall
for the main reservoir, let alone reservoirs
at 9 or 10 pumping stations along the
line. These reservoirs will have to be
lined with concrete rubble. Then there
i the reservoir on the top of Mt. Burges,
which would have a capacity of at least
15,000,000 gallons. I consider that this
£300,000 is not sufficient to do all that
work, and to do it thoroughly. I say,
therefore, let the Government seek all the
advice they can from men accepted as
authorities, and who do know something
about this matter, and then let the
Government come to the House and ask
for the monev, and they won't ask in
vain. The hon. member for Geraldton
mentioned in his speech that the scheme
is really to make up for the want of
foresight in the designing of our rail-
ways. In other words, he asks this
House to believe that in the making of
plang and estimates the officers of the
Government had not suffteient foresight
to provide the necessary water supply on
the Yilgarn line for the use of the engines.
I quite believe it. I do not think they
had that foresight. I know of a case in
which a contract had to be commenced
within 60 miles of Perth, and the
work had to be done within a cerfain
time, and the only way for conveying the
material was to carry it. I had to make
a claim against the Government under
that contract, and I got a considerable
amount for the error made in the Works
Department. I only instance that to
show that we have not even in our
Department of Railways expert railway
engineers. They come from nearly all
parts of the world, and with good reputa-
ttons, and yet the_v make these blunders.
Is it then to be expected, if our railway
engineers are so lacking, that we have
engineers competent to devise and esti-
mate for a gigantic scheme like this
water supply scheme ? That is a point
which should weigh with the Government
and with this House, when considering
the point us to whether they have before
them sufficient evidenece to prove that
this scheme is all that it is represented
to be. There bas been a good deal said
I have no fear
of private enterprise, and should not
have any fear of private enterprise even
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if in the course of time—I am bardly

presumptuous encugh to suppose it—I
were to hold a seat on the Ministerial
benches. The fact of a member being
placed on the Treasury benches should
be a proof that he is up to date, that he
is acute, and able Lo deal with anybody
over any public matter; and with the
officers they have to assist them, I fail to
see why Ministers should be so much
afraid of private enterprise. The Attorney

General could draw up a contract that no |

man in the country could get through.
I do know this, that the Government
men cannot carry out work as cheaply, or
as well, or as quickly as private enterprise.
[Tre PrEmiEr: They do it as well.]
They cannot do work as well as private
enterprise, becanse you never find a public
officer who is gaod at practical work.
You can find plenty of people who can
pick holes in your speeches, but there
are not many who could get up and
deliver those speeches. In the same way
the Government engineers are critics
rather than practical men, for they have
been unecustomed all their lives to ex-
amining and criticising other people’s
work, and they have not bad the training
necessary for carrying out practical work
themselves. I think there is, perhaps,
hardly any gentleman in this House who
knows so much ahout contractors as I do,
and I can say that no contractor in the
whole of the colonies would employ a
Government ¢ngineer as an engineer for
construction. You cannot find me a
single instance of this having been done.
I should like to see the Premier change
that little cry of his about private enter-
prise. Your Government engineers did
not find &e gold.

THE PREMIER: I say nothing against
private enterprise.

Me. GEORGE: You are always “on”
about it. [Tue Premigr: I won't do it
again.] The onlv thing vou can do is to
put a tax on private enterprise, and I
think you are game enough for that.
There is another guestion with regard to
this matter that I wish to refer to. Ac-
cording to the report, we are to have
eight or nine pumping stations, which
will mean a distance of about 30 miles
between the stations ¥ The pipe line will
go alongside the ratlway, the pipes being
embedded in the earth for the purpose
of keeping the water ¢ool, and also for
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the purpose of protecting them from
damuage. I should like to know whether
it has ocveurred to the cagmeers to
ask what would happen in the case of
the failure of a pipe, and it must be
remembered that it is possible for a
steel pipe to burst. Let me ask the
Premier, who is a practical man, what
wonld be the effect if a 30-inch pipe,
with a pressure of something like 30
miles upon it, were Lo burst.

Ax How. MemsER: The water would
come out.

Mer. GEORGE: Yes, the water would
come out. I did not expect that whisky
would come out, or even manna in the
wilderness. There are serious dangoers
attendant upon the bursting of a pipe
like this. I venture to say that if a pipe
did burst, the members of the Government
would be up there within 24 hours, and
wondering how they were going to repair
the damage. There is no doubt that the
bursting of a steel pipe would be certain
to destroy the railway for a considerable
distance. I have seen pipes hurst in the
old country, pipes with a great pressure
of water in them, and I have seen half a
mile of country devastated in consequence,
I bave seen pipes burst in this colony
with less pressure than you propose to
place on these pipes, and I have had to
repair the damage, and T can assure you,
from my expertence, that if the pipes do
burst you will have a tremendous amount
of duwmage done to vour railway line.
But that is not the greatest thing that
troubles me: the pgrentest thing iz that
when once you have got the water to
Coolgardie—there is nothing surer than
that you will get it there—when you have
got it there and have educated the people
to rely upon that water supply, and taught
them how to use it in the preservation of
health and the carrving out of work, it
would be a serious calamity if, through
the bursting of a pipe, the supply were
stopped for even one or two days.

Tre Premier: What do you pro-

ose ¥

Me. GEORGE : The Premier is very
ready to say, “ What do you propoese?”
and, in the most respectful manner, I
would suggest that if you wish to make
this scheme a success you must have a
second pipe. If a second pipe were laid
down, in case of damage to the other
pipe, the supply could be maintained. If
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may be said that if you lay down the second
pipe alongside the other, hoth will go in
the case of a burst. That is good sense,
but it is worth while chancing the laying
of the second pipe. T do not think that
the advice I have given to the Govern-
ment will get them quite over the diffi-
culty that I have mentioned. The hon.
member for Geraldton made some remarks
about the amount of money to be spent in
the country. The answer to that is that
the bulk of the money would be spent in
the country, for though the engines will
be imported. the pipes no doubt will he
made in this country, although they may
not be made by the hon. member for the
Murray, as insinuated by the hon. member
for Toodyay. The spending of the bulk
of the money in the country will confer
two benefits—it will give employment to
a large number of people, and it will
enable the water to be carried to wherever
it is wanted. I do not think there is
anything more I need say. I have en-
deavoured to point out in a calm manner
to the Governwent what I think are the
essential points in the scheme. If these
points receive consideration, I shall be
very proud; and if they do not, I am
guite sure that before many years have
passed it will be found that, at any rate,
there was some amount of truth aund
some amount of justice in what I have
stated.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon,
S, Burt): [ desire to say a few words in
reply to certain objections that have been
made to this scheme. So far as we have
got during this evening’s debate, there is
but one gentlernan in the House who has
at all hostilely criticised the proposals of
the Government that are involved in this
Bill—that is the hon. member for Gerald-
ton. We are pleased to find that this
Bill seems to be increasing its supporters
every day, and to find that the hon.
member who vepresents the goldfields
at Coolgardie is with the Government
in the support of this measure; and we
are also pleased to know that the hon,
member who has last spoken also in-
tends to give his support to the scheme.
Now I would like to deal in the first place
with what fell from the hon. memher for
Geraldton by way of hostile criticism of
the proposal now beforc the House. He
has moved an amendment that this Bill
and the scheme embodied in it ave pre-
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wature, The hon. gentleman, it struck
me, failed to make out anything like a
¢ase ngainst the Bill, as he seeined to have
limited his remarks to one point, or 1
should say rightly, perhaps, to two points :
that the scheme itself is premature, and
secondly that a moribund Parliament
should not deal with it. 'What does he
say in support of these two proposals?
First he says we want an independent
opinion. It seems that the hon. mem-
ber is not in search of an independent
opinion on the practicability of this
scheme, or with regard to the large
henefits that must accrue from it, as
he uses these words: “I have no doubt
as to the practicability of it Does
he then want an independent opinion
to assure him of the necessity of ¥ Tt
must be that he wants an independent
opinion as to the necessity for this
scheme. As to the practicability or
advisability of importing further inde-
pendent opinion, I might mention that
the Government, and T think the House
generally, have the greatest possible
confidence in the present Engineer-in-
Chief and in those able and experienced
officers who are serving under hun in his
several departments. I bave heen long
enough in this House to have seen the
action taken, as suggested by the remarks
of the hon. member for Geraldten on
every occasion when expert opinion was
desired outside this colony and the
usnal advisers of the Government, in
vegard to the Fremantle harbour works.
We know they were postponed year after
yeur on the plea and pretence—largely on
the pretence—of obtaining further pro-
fessional advice from the old country
and from the other colonies. [ suppose
we have, in connection with these
Fremantle harbour works, had the
opinion of half a dozen people, who
reported on it before Sir John Coode’s
opinton was taken. What became of
that opinion? We know that it was
said Sir John must come here and see for
himself, and when he came and saw for
himself his opinion was not tuken. The
very man beyond whom we should go,
according to the hon. member for Gerald-
ton, was the man whose scheme this House
took up, and has gove on with till the
present day, against the opinion of pro-
fessional men from the old country and
elsewhere. This is a simple scheme, and
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you can take the paragraph in the °

Engineer-in-Chief's report where he says,
“It is an easy matter te raise ive million
gallons of water 300 feet.”” No one will
say that is a difficult matter., Then
where is the difficulty in repeating that
cight tintes? That i1s the scheme, and
there is nothing impracticable about
it, as the hon. member for Geraldton
admits ; and we would lose time we can’t

afford by sending for other advice, which

the history of the past tells us we would
not follow.
for Geraldton attempted to put before us
—unfortunately for him—sowe of this ex-
pert opinion he would desire us to have,
and what is it? The hon. member had
the assurance to guote the evidence and
observations of men whoe are promoting
companies. [ think every one of those
reports the hon. member read were writ-
ten for the purpose of promoting com-
panies. Is that the expert opinion we
want? I have not a word to say about
the bone fides and truthfulness of those
gentlemen, but it is notorious—and pub-
lic opinion is not generally astray—that
when you write a prospectus and reporton
a good mine, you throw in a little colour.
I do not know that auyone will find fault
with me for saying that. So much is
that so that the expert reporter has be-
come & by-word, and we speak of him
as of the profession to which I helong, ex-
cept that we paint him blacker. T was
therefore glad to hewr the hon. member
for Yilgarn express the opinion that Mr.
O’Connor was_no expert. I believe he
intended to convey the idea that be there-
fore believed in his reports and everything
be said. If these are the opinions we are
to seek, I say it will simply consume time
for no purpese whatever. The hon. mem-
ber for Geraldton asks what necessity is
there for this scheme, and he attempted
to show that there was plenty of water on
these fields. Of course he forgot to add
it was all salt water he was talking about;
but does not one fact appear plain
from the report lately made by these
gentlemen to shareholders in London ?
Does it not appear plain that they all
speak of the water supply as the great
difficulty ¥ You don’t tind men address-
ing shareholders in London speaking of
the supply of timber or any other neces-
sity, but-always of the water difficulty;
and why should everyone addressing

I suppose the hon. member °
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shareholders in London lay such stress
on the water question? They have not
found waier yet, but, of course, the
axperts expect to find it. I believe salt
water generally is found at a certain
depth, and therefore the expert is saying
but litile when he says he expects to find
water on a property. The hon. member
asks what necessity 1s there for this
scheme, a necessity, he says, made by the
Premier himself. As to the dirt and
disease, he says it is not attributable to
the absence of water atall.  Admittedly,
there is no fresh water whatever, except
that which is condensed ; but does the hon.
member really mean to tell the House

that the population of 30,000 pesple on

these fields do not suffer great disadvan-
tages from the fact thaé there is no fresh
water obtainable on the surface of the
ground at Coolgardie ? Does he mean to
say that none of the diseasc is attributable
to the want of cleanliness? I thought
cleanliness was next to gedliness, but the
hon. member says any man may wallow
in filth from one year to another.

Mr. Siypson: I don’t remmember say-
ing that.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon
S. Burt): The Premier was correct in
saying that a great deal of the disease
was attributable to the absence of the
water, which we ask the Honse to give
us the means of supplying. It stands to
reagon—and this point bears on the
question of conserving water in reservoirs
—that a great portion of the fever germs,
we are told, which are floating in districts
where fever is so prevalent, settle on the
surface of any large ureas of water that
may be about. The hon. member for
Geraldton says you might as well give
the people bread and meat. T hope we
always will, and we always do give it to
poor people who can’t obtain bread and
meat, and now we submit a scheme for
supplving water to poor people who can-
not obtain it themselves. The hon,
member says, ¢ Why don't you say this is
a Bill for supplying water for the rail-
ways ¥’ The hon. member says there
will be hundreds of locomotives up
there, but they won’t be running
just for the fun of the thing, as
they will be carrying a large goods and
passenger traffic there. The hon. mem.
ber does not say that this scheme is not
wanted, as I find he bas moved that it ig
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merely premature. If that means any-
thing, it means the scheme is wanted, hut
that it should not be procecded with af
the present time. The hon. member in
his speech condemns the scheme right
out, but winds up by asking the House
not to go to the length of his remarks,
but to say that the proposal at the present
time is premature. Tbough he admits
that thousands go there year hy year,
yet it is premature to commence
this scheme, which will take at least
three years to complete and possibly
longer. T say we cannot wasle a day, as,
if it is adopted by Parliament, we are
anxious to have the work put in band at
once, as the matter brooks no delay. If
it cannot be done in three yeors, then the
sooner we begin the better. That this is
a moribund Parliament is fair argument,
and the point occurred to the Government
verv early, when considering this pro-
posal to put before Parliament. It
vcourred to the Government that as we
were introducing a  Re-distribution of
Seats Bill, we should not pledge the
country to this expenditure on the eve of
the elections. Members will all admit
this scheme stands in a different position
from othur schemes, as the constituencies
affected by this Re-distribution of Seats
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Bill will be very largely benefited by .
the Bill now before this House, and -

it would be very lame argument indeed,
that though we were proposing some-
thing to benefit  this new coustitu-
ency, we should not proceed with it,
but wait nmtil this new coustituency, by
its members, was represented in the
House. I say it is an exceptional case,
and we should not be doing cur duty to
the goldficlds if we hesitated to ask
Parliament to helpus to hurry on this work
as carly as possible, merely on the ground
that we should wait, till their represen-
tatives come here to give ug their support,
We feel confident that every member who
will be elected for the goldfields con-
stituencies next yenr will most readily

support this measure; and. therefore,.

Mimisters came to the conclusion that, in
this case, there was a good exception to
the general rule, which would make
Ministers hesitate before asking for a
vote of two and a half millions on the
eve of a Re-distribution of Seats Bill.
Therefore, I say there is no force in the
argument of the hon, member for Gerald-

Water Supply Loan Bill.

ton, when he savs this is a moribund
Parliament. I return for a moment to
the argument of the hon. member for
Greraldton, who asks what is the necessity
for this Bill. Many of us have been here
since the finding of the goldfields at
Southern Cross and beyond to Coolgardie,
and if there has been one subject thut
has pressed the House and the Govern-
ment almost daily, it is this want of
water, The hon. member who represents
the goldficlds constituency in that direc-
tion, knows he has felt it his duty to
reiterate in this House the great and
urgent want on the goldfields for fresh
water. The hon. member for Geraldton,
who now says it is not wanted, knows
that from the start of the Southern Cross
distriet, we started to condeuse, and that,
before Kesponsible Government, a con-
denser was bought. I kaow in 1891,
when in London, T had to see a magnifi-
cent condenser, which T believe is work-
ing now at Southern Cross. [Mr. ILLivG-
worTH: It never would work.] Anyhow,
it made the water mmch cheaper, We
bonght Ianffman drills, costing some
thousands, in Melbourne, and they were
hurriedly sent up to the fields.

Me. Simpson: They went 160 feet
and stopped.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: (Hou.
5. Burt): At Woolgangie recently there
was a perfect famine for want of water,
and we had to send many trucks there
that conld ill be spared, to carry water
from Northam on the Eastern line, though
there was a road thickly strewn with
reservoirs for catching water which never
fell. The members of the Government
know how many persistent telegrams they
received in October last, which was within
the three years during which the hon.
member for Yilgarn has admitted that
there has been a good rainfall. During last
October Mr. W. Thompson, President of
the Chamber of Mines, Coolgardie, wrote
these words to the Premier:—“I1 am
“instructed by the Chamber of Mines and
*Commerce to lay before you the

. “mnecessity of the Goverminent instruct-

“ing the local Water Supply Department
“to erect at once adequate condensing
“ plants at the Coolgardie and Kalgoorite
“Dhores. Miners at Kalgoorlie are alveady
“preduced to half a gallon of water daily,
“and this is merely beginning summer.
“Coolgardie will, within a month, be in
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“gtill greater straits, and I cannot too
‘“ earnesily urge upon vou the necessity of
“immediate activn. unless the Govern-
“ment wish to be accused of eriminal
“neglect.” That was the kind of tele-
gram which the Crovernment received
every day as soob as the two or three
months of winter were past. It was the
same story vear after year from all the
mining centres, from the carliest know-
ledge we have had of the fields. From
all parts of the fields the Government
were pestered for a supply of water, not
to keep the mines going but to sustain
life. I have read the communication
from the Chamber of Mines, Coolgardie,
which was sent in last October, and the
same outery came from Kalgoorlie during
the early part of this year, necessitating
the Glovernment making every effort to
send up all the condensers from Southerno
Cross, and the sending to the other
colonies for steam engines at great
expense, in order to keep the people who
were flocking to Coolgardie. and EKal-
goorlie alive, by providing them with
necessaty water. In the face of these
facts the hon. member for Geraldton
argues that there is no necessity for this
scheme. T have no occasion to answer
him. These facts are the answer. I
have no need to make any further answer.
The hen. member for Yilgarn states that
during the last three years there has been
o large rainfall in certain parts of the
eastern goldfields district, but he admits
that the ground is not good for holding
and that the rain falling into the lakes
rapidly becomes salt. The older the hon.
member grows, the more he will find that
the rainfall is intermittent in those
districts. I have had some experience of
the interior of this connotry in far hetter
watered country than Coolgardie can he,
looking at the external evidences of the
surface of the eountry, and that experience
goes tu show that hereafter vou will not
get any inches of rain lying on the
Coolgardie fields in the twelve months.
That ts what we have to lock at;
consequently when the Government had
to face the water difficulty, they considered
varions schemes for the supply of the
fields, in the first place for domestic
purposes; and after perusing the reasons
given by the Engineer-in-Chief I think
that hon. members will come to the
conclusion that we did right in decid-

\
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ing upon this pumping scheme. We

could not see our way to depend upon
rescrvoirs on the felds themselves, for
reasons that are most cogent ; namely, that
there would be excessive evaporation and
because of the porous character of the
catchmentareas, in that part of the country,
which would allow a great deal of the water
to escape. A great deal of difficulty has
been experienced in the operations of the
Government in bridging thesc last three
years in regard to water supply, but
while we cannot depend npon reservoirs
for o permanent water supply, we are
making reservoirs on the fields at the
present moment, and very great difficulty,
I am told, has been encountered already
owing to the porous nature of the soil.
Owing to the porous nature of the soil
and the excessive evaporation of the water
in reservoirs, the fact that much of the
catcbment area is salt, and other reasons
mentioned by the Engineer-in-Chief, it
will be readily scen why reservoirs could
not be relied upon to meet the nccessities
of the goldfields population. Ithas been
said that we should find artesian water or
what some have called—without perhaps
being able to explain what they mean—
sub-artesian water. Well, at the present
moment we have a bore trying to find
artesian or sub-artesian water, butif it is
found we are very wmwuch afraid that it
will be salt, or that, if it is not salt,
it will be found at such depth that the
cost of pumping it to the surface would
be far more than the scheme which we
now propose.  All that is dealt with by
the Eungineer-in-Chicf, and I do not
wonder that at the present time the
practicability of this scheme designed by
him is being admitted on all sides in this
House. Althouglh the hon. member for
Nannine took the trouble, when he
addressed the House upon this weasure
some time ago, to say that it was a
childish scheme—that was his description
of this scheme, that it was childish—it
is impossible for the Government to hold
its hand at this juncture. We are
bound, as a Government, to come forward
with a scheme of some sort to supply
water to the fields. I think I have
shown that the difliculty has to be met in
some way. I think, when you are asking
for the people's money, you have to
re-assure them on that point, and to
show that the scheme will be sufficient
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for the purposes for which it is ' give them more than that. The hon
designed. The hon. membér for Yilgun, member for the Greenough has estimated

whilesaying that the quantity of waterthat

we propose to take to the field is nothing |

like sufficient, welcomes the introduction
of the Bill, but his argument only opens up
the further question that the insufficiency
of the supply is becoming very pressing.
I say that the Government would have
been failing in its duty if it had not come
before the House and asked for a sum of
money at the present time to enable
water to he conveyed to Coolgardie.
There are many more points which I
might deal with, but I do not think that
I need trespass on the time of the House
any longer, at this moment, because there
seems to be very little contention between
ug, and I do not wish to repeat for the
sake of repetition. I should like to point
out another of the henefits which the
scheme will confer on the people of the
fields. The Engineer-in-Chief has worked
out, in his admirable report on this matter,
the cost to the miner of water at the
present time, and has clearly shown the
very great saving that will be cffected
throughout the fields, on this item. He
says that it may be assumed that
there will be forty thousand people
on the fields by the time the Darling
Ranges water reaches Coolgardie. He
estimates that there may be 40,000 people
on the fields at that time, and if these
people get, as is stated, a supply of
three gallons each per day, and pay at
the rate of 3d. per gallon for 365 days,
they will have to pay about £9 per
annum. Forty thousand people at £9
per head means £360,000 per annum
thrown away for water at Coolgardie,
and that is coudensed water, which isa
mineral water and not the best. The
same quantity of water that is supplying
40,000 people with three gallons per day
could, onder the scheme of the Govern-
ment, be obtained for less than £10,000,
thus showing a saving of £350,000 per
anpum. This five million gallons per day,
if not used for batteries, will support the
muonicipalities, and if we allowed each
person three gallons per day, this five
million gallons weatld support 1,600,000
people.

Me. Moraxn: We would want to give
them more than three gallons a day.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
8. Burt): Certainly, you would have to

that 30 gallons per head per day will be}|
required. The Premier has shown by the
figures put before the House, when he
produced this Bill, that, allowing that
quantity of water per head per day, two
million gallons per day would be sutlicient
for a population of from 70,000 to 80,000,
leaving for battery purposes three million J
gallons. He showed also, on the authority

of a gentleinan he quoted, and T Tave not_
ligatd that anthority questioned, that a™
supply of 10,000 gallons per day would
11l a 20-head battery 94 hours, . There-
fore, three million gallons per day would
keep work going at 300 batteries erush-
ing at the rate of 40 tons per battery, or
3,600,000 tons of quwrtz per annum,
which at half an ounce of gold to the ton
would be worth £7,000,000. We say
these figures are correct, and that these
things will be done when we get the five
million gallons of water on the fields.
We do not expect that more than the
two million gallons will be wanted for
other purposes than that of crushing,
and we do not agree that the domestic
supply will require the whole quantity,
although no doubt we should be very
pleased if the population becomes so
great that the whole of the five wmillion
gallons will be required for domestic
uses, I say that this matter is urgent;
that we cannot hold back from this
scheme. T do not helieve therc is any
man in the House who will get up and
make use of such an assertion ag that
there is no necessity for this water
supply for Coolgardie. The hon. mem-
ber for the Murray wants more iulor-
mation. I can only inferm the hon.
member that, when we introduce here
a proposal for railway extension, we do
not put before the House how much it
will cost to carry rails up the line; and
the House does not care to know what
the intention of the engineers will be if
any of the water pipes burst. Pipes
burst in the best regulated families, and
they have to be repaired; and it is with
regard to that pipe bursting that the
hon. member for Murray is in search of
mformation : that seems to be all the
mformation he requires. It is not worth
wasting the time of the House going into
a matter like that. When we go into
this scheme and consider it, we find that
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there is a great simplicity about it. The
works will consist of mere pumping
stations; mere purchase of engines,
which anvene can estimate the cost
of, as we have got the prices by in-
quiries; merve pipes, the expense of
which can be calculated to nearly a
peany at the present moment. There
is nothing uncertain about it. I say
this work is urgent at the present time,
and must be initiated and commenced
as soon as possible—looking to the fact
that it will fake some years before we
are able to pump water to Coolgardie.
It has been suggested by one hon. mem-
ber that a great deal more will have to
be done ufter the water gets to Cool-
gardie. All this work of distribution
15 included- in the estimuted cost. The
engineers submit that the expenditure
cun be easily calculated. There is no
reason to suppose that these estimates
prepared by Mr. O'Connor will be far
exceeded. In our experience of him his
estimates as a rule have been over the
mark. In every railway project his esti-
mates have been over the mark, and as
regards Fremantle Harbour, the north
mole has been constructed below his
estimate. Tt would appear, thercfore,
that this gentlemen is most particular in
his estimates. There is no doubt of that ;
and there is no reason to think that what
he says he can do, he cannot do for the
sum named by .him. If we pass this
scheme, we shall bring the benefits and
udvantages of a water supply to the work-
ing miner himself, and not alone to the
mier, but also to the mine-owner and
the population throughout the Coolgardie
goldfields.

On the motion of Mr. Venx, the debate
was adjourned until the next sitting.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 1045 pm.,
until the next day.
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Tegislatibe €ouncil.
Wednesday, 5th August, 1896.

New Member -West Australinn Turf Clab Bill; first
reading; referred to select committee—Adoption of
Children's Bill; first reading—Agricultural Land
Purchase Bili; first reading—Streets Closure Bill ;
first reading—Companics Act Amendment Bill ;
seconil reading ; Committee—FPowers of Attoruey
Bill; second reading; Committee—Agricultural
Bonk Ac¢t Amendment Bill ; second reading ; Com.
wittee—Summary Jurisdiction (Married Women's)
Bill; second reading ; Cowmmittece—Adjonrnment.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir . Shen-
ton) took the chair at 4-30 o'clock, p.m.

NEW MEMBER.

Teex PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) notified that he had received a
return to the writ issued for the election
of & member for the South Western
Province from which it appeared that the
Hon. William Spencer had been elected.

The How. W. SrexceEr was then
introduced, and having taken the oaths
prescribed by law took his seat.

WEST AUSTRALIAN TURF CLUB BILL.

This Bill was introduced by the Hon.
S. H. Pareer and was read a first time.

Tee Hon. S. H. PARKER moved,
“That the Bill be referred to select
committee, with power to call for persons
and papers, and to veport on Wednesday,
12th August.”

Question put and passed.

A baliot baving been taken the Hons.

| H.J. Saunders and F. M. Stoue, together

with the mover, were elected to serve on
the select committee.

ADOFTION OF CHILDREN'S BILL.

This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and was read a first
time.

. AGRICULTURAL LAND PURCHASE BILL.

This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly and was read a. first time.

STREETS CLOSURE BILL.
This Bill was received from the Legis-

* lative Assembly, and was read a first
. time.



